





BAN! vi 
er 
_—" 
eneeeeemnened 
Heer casassmnesesnitieiiennimneiiiaigaaahens! 











ESBY TERIAN 
|}>> JOURNAL::: 


‘ 

+ 

4 

+ 

. 

s 

L. . . . 
~ A Presbyterian semi-monthly magazine devoted to the 
-~ 

‘ 

. 

’ 

* 

° 

. 

> 

“ 





statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints. 


“Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 1, 1879.” 





_} — Volume VII — Number 19 FEBRUARY 1, 1949 Yearly Subscription $1.50 





> 


EDITORIAL 


The Lost Horizon — Revivals — On Money And Morals — Barth Vs. Niebuhr 
: The Last Adam And The New Creation 


- BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING 


: By Rev. Ben. L. Rose 

: WHY DO THEY HIRE SUCH PROFESSORS? 
- By Chalmers W. Alexander 

: THE FEDERAL COUNCIL ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
i By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 


; WHAT IS THE MESSAGE OF THE CHURCH? 
; By Rev. R. P. Robertson 





ee ee a 


' SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
. (February 20-27) 
K4 Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 








‘ BOOK REVIEWS 








t YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


WOMAN'S WORK 





CHURCH NEWS 


* 





+4 


+ 








THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Feb. 1, 1949 











Chalmers W. Alexander 

Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Rev. W. G. Foster 

Rev. D. S. Gage, D.D. 


Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Mr. W. Gettys Guille 

Mr. S. Donald Fortson 

Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 


Mr. V. G. Philips 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 


PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL COMPANY, INC. 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor — Weaverville, N. C. 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor — Asheville, N. C. 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 

Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 

Rev. Edward Mack, D.D. 

Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Mr. Harvey G. Davis 

Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 

Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 

Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes 


JOURNAL 


Rev. J. Kenton Parker 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. Cary N. Weisiger III 

Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 


Rev. Charlton Hutton 

Mr. T. S. McPheeters 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y-Treas. 
Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Mr. H. D. Vance 

Mr. W. R. Willauer 





EDITORIAL 


The following editorial was published first in this 
Journal in May 1944. It is being reprinted by re- 
quest. 


With world affairs in such a confused state 
and with divergent ideologies clamboring for at- 
tention, it is so easy for Christian ministers to 
place an undue emphasis on world affairs in their 
preaching. 


We believe this editorial is accurate when it 
states: “The lost horizon of modern Christianity 
is, strange to say, the ultimate goal of the Chris- 
tian—heaven.” 


People desperately need the message of sal- 
vation and eternal life. Where will they hear it if 
not in the Church? —Editor. 


The Lost Horizon 


“The Easter message is that the Son of God, 
crucified by man, showed His deity by rising from 
the dead and joining His Father in Heaven. Its 
promise is that mortals, too, may find eternal life 
if their sins and doubts are repented of and for- 
given. This life does not end in death. It is not the 
whole, but a part; a trial period during which man 
is prepared for the life hereafter. 


“A hundred years ago most Americans believed 
this doctrine. They celebrated Easter as a pas- 
sionate reminder that they were immortal, that 
beyond death lies heaven or hell. Nowadays it is 
doubtful whether most Americans really believe 
this. What Walter Lippmann called ‘the acids of 
modernity’ have eaten their literal faith away. 
First hell lost its reality, then heaven; then Jesus 
changed from the Son of God to a great and good 
man. And this life, once so transitory, became 
more and more important. 


“cc 





. . . Easter is a reminder to Christians that 
God’s mercy is their personal salvation. To all 
Americans, Christians or not, it is a good time to 
ponder His role in the salvation of their country. 
“Except the Lord build the house, their labor is 
but lost that build it.” 


_ The above is not a quotation from a conserva- 
tive church paper. Nor is it quoted from the ser- 
mon of some outstanding evangelical preacher. It 





is taken from an editorial, “The Easter Message,” 
in the April 10th issue of Life Magazine. 


The editor of Life has sensed something to 
which only too many church leaders seem ob- 
livious; namely, that the emphasis in Christianity 
has shifted from the spiritual to the material: 
from the eternal to the temporal, and with that 


shift in emphasis the Church has lost her power 
in the world. 


Years ago Dr. Robert Francis Coyle wrote: 
“With the future life fading out of our thinking 
there will surely come a corresponding laxity in 
moral life.” This time has come, and it is s 
obvious that the editor of one of the most out 
standing secular weeklies sees the result, senses 
the cause and gropes for the one solution, a retum 
to fundamental Christian faith in America. 


Where does the fault lie? It lies squarely on 
those men who have denied the complete av- 
thority of the Bible and who have passed on their 
unbelief in the classroom, in the pulpits, and 
through the printed page. 


Unbelief is nothing new. It started in the 
Garden of Eden and has been the root of sin ever 
since. What is new is that unbelief, once openly 
taught only outside the Church, has been tolerated 
and even at times welcomed within the Church 
itself. The writer of the First Psalm saw the log- 
ical steps of this downward course when he wrote: 
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 
of sinner, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” 


Let the Church consider her course. Tolerance 
of unbelief has increased until it would be prac 
tically impossible to depose a minister for his um 
orthodox beliefs. The Church views with alarm 
some of the vagaries of Dispensationalism, and 
these vagaries should be clearly shown up and 
condemned, where they are unscriptural. Howevel, 
at the worst they concern deviations from dot 
—— which are in no sense concerned with sal- 
vation. 


On the other hand, where are the voices which 
should be heard importunately crying out agains! 
attacks on the integrity of the word of God? The 
miraculous questioned; the authenticity of part 
of the Bible denied and called instead, “piov 
frauds.” Instead of building Christian faith based 
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on the Word we find again and again a peculiar 
process of pedagogy which produces “intelligent 
unbelievers.” In fact, many of the products of 
modern education are nothing but cultured pa- 
gans. Little wonder even secular editors are sens- 
ing the source of our dark national outlook. 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards writes of the intense 
interest aroused by a recent sermon by Dr. Ver- 
non Broyles on “‘Life After Death.” Why this ab- 
sorbing interest? Because only too often our peo- 
ple are starved for these great truths. We have 
been so concerned over making the Church the 
agent of a new social order that we have let slip 
the fact that Christ’s work and death and resur- 
rection were primarily to give us eternal life in 
Heaven. We have been so anxious to correct social 
and economic injustices that we have failed to 
teach the only way to accomplish this desirable 
end is to win individual sinners one by one to a 
saving faith in the Redeemer. 


The lost horizon of modern Christianity is, 
strange to say, the ultimate goal of the Chris- 
tian—heaven. Paul, through the Spirit, writes to 
us, “Set your affections on things above, not on 
things on the earth,” and makes it very plain why 
we should do this when he says, “For the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.” 


The writer does not believe this lost horizon 
will ever be recaptured until we cease to tem- 
porize with unbelief, no matter how plausible its 
advocate, nor how great his learning. Modern 
theological literature is overflowing with unbelief, 
couched in flawless style and presented with the 
ingenuity of the devil himself. The minister whom 
God can use is the one who turns to the Bible and 
with it, the Sword of the Spirit, goes forth to 
preach with the authority of “Thus saith the 
Lord.” This man, whether he believes in church 
union or not, will, under God’s hand, be a bless- 
ing to the Church and to our nation. This preacher, 
whether he sees the danger of the Federal Council 
or not, will win souls for Christ and for eternity. 
Such a minister may have different views on a 
number of problems and policies of the Church, 
but if he puts the Word of God first in his 
theology and in his preaching, God will bless his 
ministry and his ministry will bless the Church. 


Brethren, will you stop toying with unbelief, 
wherever it is found, and rediscover the joy of 
preaching that the “wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord?” N.B. 





Revivals 


This Journal has warmly supported visitation 
evangelism. It has urged personal witnessing. But, 
we have also pled for mass evangelism. All three 
are valid and blessed of the Lord. 


Our plea for mass evangelism is based on know- 
ledge that it works. It is also based on the firm 
belief that there are some people who will never 
be won to the Lord in any other way. 


Where properly conducted, great blessings come 
to individuals and to communities which can come 
Mm no other way. 


We were deeply impressed by an article in the 
December 13th issue of “Time” magazine entitled, 
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“Anglican Evangelist,” telling of the evangelistic 
meetings conducted by Rev. Bryan Green, of Bir- 
mingham, England, in Manhattan’s Cathedral of 


St. John the Divine, America’s largest Episcopal 
cathedral. 


We have now had a first-hand account from one 
who attended one of these meetings. The cathedral 
was packed and with people standing close around 
the wall. Old-fashioned gospel choruses were used, 
such as “Since Jesus Came Into My Heart,” etc. 
Simple Gospel messages on sin, heaven, hell, re- 
pentance and salvation were given and then an 
urgent altar call. Clergymen watched first in be- 
wilderment, then in amusement, and then, many of 
them, with delight. As many as 300 went forward 
in one night seeking Christ as Saviour. 


The results were so obvious and so astounding 
that there has been opened to Mr. Green more op- 
portunities for meetings in Episcopal Churches all 
over America than he can fill. To a friend he con- 
fided: “This is a work of the Holy Spirit—God 
grant that it may continue.” 


Our plea is—stop this talk of the day of mass 
evangelism being past. God yet uses any and every 
method which exalts Him and His Word. Certainly 
America needs the impact of this message—the 
message of salvation for sinners. Let us use and 


promote any method which brings men to know 
Him. 


And for those who question the fact or possi- 
bility of instantaneous salvation; too many living 
today have experienced such a joyous transforma- 
tion and there are countless numbers glorifying 
Him in Heaven who unite in testimony to the fact 
that the Holy Spirit does operate instantaneously 
to the saving of souls. Remember, men are born 
into the kingdom, not educated into it. Unless edu- 
cation is the handmaiden to the new-birth it is a 
failure, for at some point in the experience of 
every born-again Christian there is a time of in- 
stantaneous change, when one passes from death to 
life. This may be the quiet undetermined moment 
of which some of us have no memory, or it may be 
as dramatic and definite as to time and place as 
the experience of Saul on the Damascus road. 


We believe properly conducted revival meetings 
bless pastors and people. They bring us face to face 
with the operation of the supernatural power of the 
Holy Spirit, a blessing to our hearts and a renewed 
bulwark to our faith. Does not modern Christianity 
need to again be brought to a realization that ours 
is a supernatural and not a naturalistic faith and 
religion? When we admit and act on this fact 
nation-wide and world-wide revival is not far 
away. —L.N.B. 





On Money And 
Morals 


The Bible leaves little to speculation with refer- 
ence to money, both as to how it should be ac- 
quired and how it should be used. 


While frankly warning that the “love of money 
is the root of all evil” and that covetousness is 
a dangerous and grievous sin, it is also made plain 
that money is a legitimate object of labor and 
that there are proper and definite ways for its 
use. 
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We Christians can easily become careless with 
regards to money. A Christian has a right to ex- 
pect just compensation for work done. He also 
must be wise in incurring debts. We have known 
good Christian people whose testimony has been 
marred in their community by carelessness in pay- 
ing debts. We have known Christians who have 
incurred debts their incomes did not justify. 


Money entails certain moral obligations. Even 
as early as Abraham’s time God had evidently 
instituted the tithe as a basis of giving for His 
work. Today those who tithe find a satisfaction 
in their giving which is denied to others. 


Money also entails responsibility which can only 
be discharged properly by divine guidance. Un- 
wise use of money can do much harm. We know 
individuals and families who have been gravely 
injured by receiving money they did not deserve. 
This is particularly true among those who look to 
the Government or its agencies for help or support. 


Both for the individual and in the state there 
needs to be raised anew the question of the moral 
issue involved in the use of money. The tendency 
in government today is to “spend for the public 
Good,” apparently forgetting that unwise spend- 
ing is for the public ill. Just as no individual can 
spend and waste his way out of debt, so no nation 
can follow this course without dire results. We 
believe the philosophy of some associated with 
the New Deal and some now in Washington is an 
immoral philosophy. We believe it is wrong to use 
money aS some governmental money has been 
used and wasted. “Priming the pump” of the eco- 
nomic system by reckless expenditure of money 
is a dishonest and immoral use of the taxpayers 
money. 


If this were simply a political or economic issue 
its discussion in these pages would be out of place. 
But, we believe it is a moral issue of great con- 
eern to American Christians. Recent dispatches 
from Washington state that some of the Presi- 
dent’s close economic advisers have a plan which 
they wish adopted the minute signs of a de- 
pression set in—a plan for greater and wider 
borrowing and spending on the part of the na- 
tion. 


We are in no position to know the motive back 
of such advice. We are sure tho that putting it 
into practice will mean the ruin of America. 
Christians have certain ethical and moral stand- 
ards with reference to money which hold good in 
national life. Let us be watchful that such stand- 
ards are maintained. —L.N.B. 





Barth Vs. Niebuhr 


From its beginning, this Journal has staked 
justification for its existence and its primary ob- 
jective on one central theme, the absolute reli- 
ability of the Bible. 

Need for aggressive presentation of this thesis 
should be obvious to Christians everywhere. One 
has forced on him again and again the startling 
fact that a theological generation has arisen which 
numbers among its leaders many whose attitude 
to the Scriptures is one of questioning and denial. 


We have affirmed again and again that the 
basic issue before the Church is that of the source 
of our authority. We evangelicals insist that this 
authority is found in the Word of God. It is au- 
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thority for doctrine and also for Christian living, 
Liberals on the other hand hold that the Bible 
does not necessarily give valid answers to the 
contemporary problems of life and that “new light” 
may require the relegation of the Bible to a place 
of secondary importance so far as authority js 
concerned. 


The controversy between Reinhold Niebuhr and 
Karl Barth, which has come out of the Amster. 
dam Conference, is deeply significant. In fact 
it goes to the heart of what is wrong with g0 
much American theology today. Barth frankly 
says: “I experienced at Amsterdam the opposition 
between ‘Anglo-Saxon’ and ‘continental’ theology— 
it was the different attitude to the Bible, from 
which we each take our start—I was struck by 
finding in our Anglo-Saxon friends a remarkable 
tendency to theologise on their own account, that 
is to say, without asking on what biblical grounds 
one put forward this or that professedly ‘Chris- 
tian’ view. He further speaks of this “irresponsible 
attitude” to the Bible. Later he characterizes their 
theology as “without mystery,” meaning elimi- 
nation of the supernatural, we presume. 


Karl Barth has come a very long way back 
towards vital evangelical Christianity which bases 
its doctrine, its message, its authority and its hope 
in the Word of God. His frank characterization 
of the theology of some of our outstanding liberal 
theologians may help to open the eyes of some 
lesser lights who have climbed on the band-wagon 
of liberal theology, apparently not realizing that 
its ultimate goal is unitarianism and humanism. 


A controversy such as this can do great good. 
It may lead to a complete reevaluation of Protes- 
tant leadership in our own country. Because a 
man has ecumenical and humanitarian objectives 
he has too often been unquestioningly admitted 
into fellowship and leadership, regardless of his 
theological position. In our judgment objectives 
must spring from and be a correlary to belief in 
and preaching of the foundation Christian doctrine 
of Christ, the incarnate Son of God, who died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, and Who 
alone can save us from our sins. 


We believe the witnessing power of the Church 
stems solely from this foundation and that it is 
being frittered away and lost today because, for 
the sake of ecumenical progress, some men are 
willing to soft-pedal or compromise on the one 
thing which makes Christianity what it is . 


Let this controversy continue. It can be most 
profitable to many. L.N.B. 





The Last Adam And The 
New Creation 


By G. Coleman Luck 


In order to understand the Bible teaching 
concerning “the last Adam and the new creation,” 
one must have some understanding of the first 
Adam and the old creation. 


The Bible reveals that God made the first man 
and woman in a sinless condition and placed them 
in a perfect environment. However, Adam dis- 
obeyed God and fell into sin. As a result of this 
sin, a sentence of death was pronounced upon him 
and his posterity. The New Testament, therefore, 
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tells us that sin and death pass to us because we 
are by nature members of this old creation whose 
head was Adam (Rom. 5:12-19; I Cor. 15:21). 


But, thank God, another “Adam” has come 
(I Cor. 15:45). He is the head of a new race— 
“a holy nation” (I Pet. 2:9). This one is none 
other than the risen Christ. His resurrection re- 
sulted in a new type of being, even as did the 
creation of Adam. Of this risen Saviour we are 
told that He “only hath immortality” (I Tim. 
6:16). The head of the old race was a sinful, 
mortal man. The head of the new creation is a 
sinless, immortal, divine human being. By His 
death, Jesus Christ atoned for our sins; by His 
resurrection He conquered even death itself. 


The new creation is composed of every person 
who trusts Christ as Saviour, every believer on 
Him. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
anew creature (or creation): old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new” (II 
Cor. 5:17). This involves a new standing with 
God. We are “accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 1:6). 
We have a new inheritance—as God’s children we 
are “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ’’ 
(Rom. 8:17). We also have a new access to God. 
We can claim His grace and enjoy His fellowship. 
Further, we can commune with Him in prayer, 
seeking the supply of our needs and interceding 
for others. 


hh i i i i i i i it i i i i i i i hh ih i 





; 





SS 
S 
S 
> 
~~ 
S 
> 
=. 
& 
S 
7 


2028266066464 4t>4t>d> ttt 
POPPE POPE DOSE EOP OPP OPCS PCC CLC O CPG SSO LLG LG LLL eS 








Calvin's Commentaries 


Genesis Vol. I, Price $4.50; Genesis Vol. 1I, 
Price $3.50; Isaiah Vol. III, Price $3.50; Isaiah 
Vol. IV, Price $3.50. Published by Wm. B. Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Dr. Robert K. Rudolph, the distinguished pro- 
fessor of systematic and Biblical Theology in the 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church, introduces the two volumes on Genesis 
with this pertinent observation, “No book of the 
Bible is more important to the Reformed faith 
as its formulation than the book of Genesis. No 
writer in the whole field of theological literature 
is more basic in his perception of the Reformed 
faith as the teaching of the Holy Word revealed 
by God’s Spirit through Prophets and Apostles, 
than John Calvin.” Dr. Rudolph is impressed with 
Calvin’s passion to allow his mind to be controlled 
by the specific meaning of the God-revealed 
truth, rather than foisting upon that truth some 
concepts of his own. 


_ Calvin illuminated everything he touched. This 
is especially true in his exposition of the book of 
origins. The seed-plot of the Reformed faith is 
found in these two volumes. Anyone who reads 
these volumes will find ample evidence to support 
the view that of all the master-spirits of the Re- 
formation, as a commentator on Holy Scripture, 
he far outshines them all. We marvel as we ob- 
serve his calmness, clearness, and precision in 
handling the niceties of theology. We are also 
struck with his honesty of interpretation. As one 

a aptly put it: “He will not make any passage 
of Scripture speak more or less than, according 
'o his view, its Divine Author intended to speak.” 

S an indication of this he refused to use the 
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plural “Elohim” in Genesis 1:1 as an argument in 
favor of the Trinity. 


Volumes III and IV of Isaiah contain expositions 
from Chapters 33 through 66. For homiletical pur- 
poses these two volumes are richer than the for- 
mer two. His discourse on Chapter 40 is weighty, 
and by the way, there is no intimation of ““Deutero- 
Isaiah” here. His exposition on Chapter 53 is a 
masterpiece. Here the preacher is reminded that, 
“Though it is sufficiently evident that all are 
called to salvation, yet the Prophet expressly states 
that the external voice is of no avail, if it be not 
accompanied by a special gift of the Spirit.” A 
thoughtful study of this chapter would serve as 
an excellent preparation for a worthy partici- 
pation in the Lord’s Supper. A general index in 
Volume IV forms a valuable appendix to this 
great commentary. —John R. Richardson. 


These books may be purchased from The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





Calvin's Commentaries 


Galatians-Ephesians. By John Calvin. Published 
by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 


Galatians-Ephesians, by Calvin, belong to the 
remarkable series now being reprinted by Eerd- 
mans Publishing Company. Dr. Andrew K. Rule, 
Professor of Apologetics and Church History in 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, who 
is an unashamed Calvinist, introduces this volume. 
He has little patience with critics of Calvinism 
who do not know what Calvinism actually is or 
what it reallv teaches. Dr. Rule believes that Cal- 
vin still stands out as a master of exegesis, an 
expositor whose profound and accurate scholar- 
ship served unobtrusively, to illumine the religious 
significance of the Scriptures. 


The Commentary on Galatians, observes Dr. 
Rule, makes it perfectly clear that Calvin recog- 
nized Scriptural religion, in both testaments, to 
be a religion of Grace, received by faith, and saw 
the perfect fulfillment of this religion in the New 
Testament, not in the Old. 


The warmth of Calvin’s heart as well as the 
acuteness of his mind may be seen in this volume. 
Dr. Rule has expressed it, “The evangelical glow 
that drives this pen came from the mind and 
heart of a man who daily walked with God, in hu- 
mility and fidelity and adoring love.” 


This book may be purchased from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





Calvin's Commentaries 


Philippians-Colossians-Thessalonians. By John 
Calvin. Published by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publish- 
ing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 


Philippians-Colossians-Thessalonians, by Calvin, 
is a volume that has drawn forth expressions of 
the profoundest admiration from all Biblical stu- 
dents of good taste. Tholuck had this volume in 
mind when he wrote, “In the Pauline Epistles, 
Paul merges himself in the spirit of the Apostle, 
and becoming one with him, as everyone clearly 
feels, he deduces everywhere the explanation of 
= Which is particular from that which is gen- 
eral. 
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Dean W. Gordon Brown points out in his in- 
troduction that Calvin’s expositions in this volume 
enable the reader to distinguish between the 
fictitious and the true. The reader of the Word 
of God will find an experienced guide in Calvin. 


The eschatological views of Calvin come out in 
his interpretations of I and II Thessalonians. He 
admonishes his readers to think of the coming 
of Christ with reverence and sobriety and to set 
a high value on this event. He urges Christians to 
remember that with regard to God the day of 
Christ is at hand, but in the meantime the Lord 
would have us be constantly waiting for Him in 
such a way as not to limit Him to a certain time. 
Many Bible students have thanked God for this 
book and many will continue to do so as long as 
there is need for illumination in elucidating the 
Word of God. —John R. Richardson. 


This book may be purchased from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





Calvin's Commentaries 


Catholic Epistles. Published by Wm. B. Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $3.50. 


The Catholic Epistles by Calvin presents to us 
expositions of the two letters of Peter, James, 
Jude, and the First Epistle of John. The second 
and third letters of John are omitted. Some be- 
lieve that the omissions are explained by their 
address to individuals rather than to a church. As 
we peruse these pages we agree with Dr. Culbert- 
son that, “Calvin, the prophet of Old Testament 
proportions, albeit very much a man, a man of 
like passions, speaks to us in these pages. Under 
God he casts a shaft of light across the pages of 
Holy Writ. Blessed is the man who learns to know 
and to worship the God glorified in these writings, 
for He is the God who hath spoken to us finally 
and fully in His Son.” —John R. Richardson. 


This book may be purchased from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





Calvin's Commentaries 


The Pastoral Epistles. Published by Wm. B. 
Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $3.00. 


The Pastoral Epistles represents Calvin’s best 
thoughts on I and II Timothy, Titus and Phile- 
mon. Dr. William Childs Robinson, Professor of 
Historical Theology, Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary, supplies the introduction to this volume. He 
observes, “This commentary shows that the 
Reformation was a rediscovery of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in His grace and in His glory, in His funda- 
mental importance and in His all-sufficiency.” 


The Epistles to Timothy and Titus were ad- 
dressed to office-bearers and they abound in prac- 
tical instructions for leaders of the church. It 
will be advantageous for those invested with re- 
sponsibilities of leadership to study carefully Cal- 
vin’s wise comments in this volume. The trans- 
lator has pointed out that this present volume is 
enriched by numerous extracts from a rare work 
—the author’s sermons on the two Epistles to 
Timothy. He concludes, “But for the strong and 
general desire that posterity should listen to this 
great preacher, those sermons would never have 
seen the light.” 
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John - The Gospel Of Belief 


By Merrill C. Tenney, Ph.D. Published by Wm. 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $4.00. 


John—The Gospel of Belief is written for the 
average Christian who is not trained in theology. 
It is prepared for a reader to use with his Bible 
as an aid to private study. It is designed as a 
guide by which the individual may make his own 
analysis of John. 


Dr. Wilbur Smith has a fine introduction to 
this work. Here he tells us, “This volume is for 
those who really wish to make a study of John’s 
Gospel, to know the deeper veins of its great 
message, and to understand more thoroughly the 
we between belief and unbelief which it sets 
orth.’ 


Dean Tenney has divided this volume into three 
parts. Part One analyzes the structure of the 
Gospel. Part Two offers a textual analysis of the 
Gospel. Part Three submits a topical analysis of 
the Gospel. Part Two is of great value to all who 
desire to teach this Gospel. The outline is clear, 
novel and fascinating. His treatment of the Resur- 
rection episode is superb. The charts relating to 
topical studies are suggestive. 


With nearly five hundred commentaries now 
in existence on the Gospel of John one would 
think it would be impossible to say anything fresh 
on this subject, but such is not the case. Dr. 
Tenney has added to this list another exposition 
that merits an extended circulation. 


This book may be purchased from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





Preaching From The Psalms 


Kyle M. Yates, D.D. Published by Harper & 
Brothers Publishers, 601 West Twenty-Sixth 
Street, New York, N. Y. Price $2.00 


Preaching From The Psalms is also primarily 
for preachers. Dr. Yates recognizes that God is 
in the Psalms and He reveals Himself as a precious 
Companion, “always alert, available, interested, 
able, anxious to provide every gift that His beloved 
children need. Every tragic situation is met by 
One who knows how to deal with the delicate 
strands of the heart with tenderness and care.” 
Twenty of the more popular Psalms are discussed 
in this work. It is evident from his expositions 
that the preacher who faithfully preaches on the 
Psalms must preach Christ. Each Psalm leads up 
to Christ and our need of Him. For instance Psalm 
23 closes with this paragraph “My prayer for you 
is that you may lay your trembling hand in His 
own pierced hand and let Him be your Saviour. 
He says, ‘I am come that you may have life and 
that you may have it more abundantly.’ Eternity 
alone will reveal all the full joys that await you as 
He leads.” This may not be couched in good Cal- 
vinistic phraseology but it shows how the Chris 
tian preacher can use the Old Testament to pre 
sent the claims of Christ. 





WRITE FOR FREE CATALOGUE OF 
EVANGELICAL BOOKS 
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Jeremiah For Today 


Harry F. Baughman, D.D. Published by The 
Muhlenberg Press, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. Price $2.75. 


Dr. Baughman is professor of homiletics at the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa. 
He teaches a course on “Preaching From Jere- 
miah,” from which this volume grew. He demon- 
strates here how the preacher is to explore the 
homiletical resources of this unique prophet’s work. 
He never fails to challenge the preacher by hold- 
ing aloft a high standard. He believes that in- 
terpretion is the chief business of the man in the 
pulpit. The preacher is appointed to interpret 
God’s word to man. 


The book of Jeremiah is analyzed to ascertain 
what God has to say through the prophet on such 
subjects as the nature of God, the fact of sin, 
the worship of God, the problem of suffering and 
the source of religious power. Preaching values 
are suggested rather than outlined. Under the 
skilful hand of this teacher Jeremiah’s ancient 
message is clearly shown to be relevant to con- 
temporary life. 





Courier Of God’s Grace 


By James Russell Adams. Published by Fleming 
H. Revell, Company, New York, N. Y. Price $2.00. 


Courier of God’s Grace contains lessons for to- 
day from the epistle to the Philippians. The nine- 
teen expositions follow the usual topical division 
of Philippians. The author is not swept off of his 
feet by modern ideas of the “kenosis” section. At 
this point he inquires, “Of what did He empty 
Himself? Of His deity? Most certainly not, for 
that is an impossibility and contradiction. Deity is 
eternal, and since Christ is Deity, He must main- 
tain Deity eternally.” 


Chapter XV is a discerning exposition on “Anti- 
Christs.” He defines “Anti-Christs” as those who 
are willing to accept Christianity in a modified 
form; those who want Christianity to suit their 
own patterns. “The secret of the whole matter lies 
in the attitude men take toward Christ and His 
Cross . . . We are disturbed by groups who put 
other gods in the place of Christ.” This reviewer 
warmly commends this study in Philippians to both 
pastors and laymen. 


Faithful In Christ Jesus 


_ By Harold J. Ockenga, Ph.D. Published by Flem- 
~ a Revell Company, New York, N. Y. Price 
. 0. 


_ Faithful in Christ Jesus is top quality preaching 
in Ephesians. The President of Fuller Theological 
eminary is a specialist in this field. The six chap- 
ters of Ephesians are used as a basis for twenty- 
Nine expository messages. According to his in- 
terpretation the first three chapters deal with the 
Divine plan or Divine Sovereignty, and the last 
three chapters deal with the human Christian walk, 
or the Spirit-filled life, or the practical aspects 
of our Christianity. Dr. Ockenga has done his work 
well and it is gratifying that one who is so adept 
and skilful in dividing the Word of truth is now 
Supervising one of America’s most promising 
theological seminaries. 
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DOES GOD ANSWER 
PRAYER? 


BY 
LOUISE HARRISON McCRAW 


UNUINNIINNTI 


What Reviewers Say 


“Every page is loaded with helpful thoughts. 
The author’s style is forceful, dramatic and 
moving. Her spirit is reverent and humble. 
This work will be a rebuke to the spiritually 


and mentally lazy and an inspiration to those 
about to lose heart... ” 


—Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


NNILNIINNTH 


“Christians should read it. It will cause 
searchings of heart.” 


—The Sunday School Times. 
LVNNLNLNUITI 


“We recommend a study of this book. It not 
only instructs. It enlarges the vision of the 
one who reads it. Here is Scriptural truth, 
reality and purpose forged into everyday liv- 
ing.” 

—Christian Observer. 


UUIINUINIIL 


“This is the type of book that makes the 
Christian want to pray and challenges him to 
a life of prayer, coming as it does out of the 
author’s own life and being so thoroughly in 
line with Scriptural teaching. It is a valuable 
addition to our devotional and prayer litera- 
ture.” 


—Moody Monthly. 


INULNNUII 
PRICE $1.00 POSTPAID 


Sent free with two new yearly subscriptions 
for The Southern Presbyterian Journal at 


$1.50 each. 
LNNVNANNLAII 


Will send the book together with one new 
subscription for $2.00 total. 


UVLNTTNNIT 


Will send the book together with one renewal 
subscription for $2.25, 


ITNLINIININI 
Send All Orders To 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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FEBRUARY 13-20, 1949 


A WEEK OF EMPHASIS ON 
NEGRO WORK 


1. That our Church may become better acquainted with the 
program and policies of the Assembly for Negro Work. 


2. That prayer may be offered for God’s guidance and blessing 
in this important work. 


3. That an offering of $50,000.00 be received to care for last 
year’s deficit and provide for an expanding program. 


OUR RESPONSIBILITY 


{~-————— 


Five And One-Half Million Unreached | 


HUSA answer! NEGROES 
a In Our Southland 


MY OFFERING 
Toward The $50,000.00 Urgently Needed To Carry On 


NEGRO WORK 
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ASSEMBLY’S COMMITTEE ON 
NEGRO WORK 


36 Hunter St. S.W. Atlanta ... Georgia 
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Baptism By Sprinkling 


By Ben. L. Rose - Pastor 


Central Presbyterian Church 


Bristol ... Virginia 


This article is not written in the spirit of con- 
troversy. It is worthy of note that the Lord Jesus 
twice avoided a controversy on the subject of 
baptism (Mk. 7:1-6; Jn. 4:1), that He Himself 
refrained from baptizing (Jn. 4:3, “Jesus Him- 
self baptized not, but His disciples), and that 
nowhere does He directly discuss baptism, its 
mode or its subjects. It is worthy of note also 
that the Apostle Paul reprimanded a controversy 
on the issue in the Corinthian Church (1 Cor. 
1:18), that he says, “I thank God that I baptized 
none of you...” (1 Cor. 1:14), and that, while 
he discusses nearly every other subject of Chris- 
tian doctrine, nowhere does he treat directly the 
subject of baptism. What we learn from Paul 
about baptism we learn from remarks which he 
drops as he discusses other matters. Both Jesus 
and Paul therefore did not consider the subject 
important enough to allow it to create contro- 
versy or divisions among the followers of Christ. 


This article is written therefore only that Pres- 
byterians might be satisfied concerning their own 
baptism and that they might be able to give to 
anyone that asketh the reason for the mode of 
their baptism. 


Baptism By Sprinkling 


Christian Baptism is a sacrament in which water 
is applied to an individual in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, to sym- 
bolize the coming of the Holy Spirit upon him 
and the washing away of his sins by Jesus Christ, 
and to signify his promise to be the Lord’s. The 
act of Baptism has no power in itself to do any- 
thing, but is only a symbol and a sign. 


The Presbyterian Church administers baptism 
by sprinkling. Baptist Churches administer baptism 
by immersion. (Let none be guilty of saying, 
“Presbyterians sprinkle while Baptists baptize’’). 
Why do Presbyterians baptize by sprinkling? 


1. Presbyterians baptize by sprinkling because 
we believe that it is the Scriptural method of 
rage that Baptism was done by sprinkling in 

e Bible. 


A. Old Testament Baptism was by sprinkling. 
The ceremonial rite of baptism was not begun 
by John the Baptist but goes back into the Old 
Testament to the Law of Moses. In the Old Testa- 
ment when one became ceremonially unclean by 
touching a dead body (Num. 19:11) or leprosy 
(Lev. 13:44) that person had to be ceremonially 
cleansed or purified (Lev. 14:7; Num. 19:12). This 


ceremonial purification was the baptism of the 
Old Testament. 


This purification, performed in accordance with 
the law of Moses, is called “baptism” in the New 
Testament. “Purifying” and “baptizing” are identi- 
fied in John 3:23-26. The Pharisees, because of 
their interpretation of Lev. 15:11 and 11:29-44, 


would not eat unless they had ceremonially 
cleansed themselves. This cleansing is called 
“baptizing” in Mark 7:3, for we read “the Phari- 
sees except they wash (Greek, “baptize”’) ... 
eat not.” Hebrews 9:10 speaks of “divers wash- 
ings” (Greek “baptisms’’) which are identified in 
the following verses (Verse 13-21) with the 
rites of purification of the Old Testament. The 
word used here for “washings” is “baptismois” 
(baptisms). Paul refers to baptism in the Old 
Testament in I Cor. 10:2. Thus, in the Old as in 
the New Testament, baptism was a ceremonial 
rite wherein water was applied to a person as a 
sign and symbol of purification and consecration. 


This Old Testament purification or baptism was 
always administered by sprinkling. The method is 
clearly designated in: Num. 8:7; 19:19; Lev. 14:7; 
and Ezek. 36:25-27. In the New Testament there 
is no indication that the method is to be changed. 
If God had wanted it changed He would have in- 
structed us in unmistakable terms. Since He has 
not, we assume that He does not want the method 
changed, but desires that it continue to be done 
by sprinkling. 


B. New Testament Baptism therefore is by 
sprinkling. The Greek word “baptizos”, from which 
our word “baptize” comes, does not mean “im- 
merse” but indicates a ceremonial washing or 
purification. This is seen from the fact that the 
Greek word is translated in the New Testament 
“baptize”, “wash” and “purify”, but never trans- 
lated “immerse” or “dip”. 


Every incident or baptism in the New Testament 
either demands or allows “baptism by sprinkling”. 
Let us examine some of the baptisms of the New 
Testament and see if they do not require that 
the mode be sprinkling. (1) John the Baptist was 
baptizing and the Pharisees came to him and asked 
him, “Who art thou’’?, and he said, “I am not 
the Messiah”. They said then, “If you are not the 
Messiah, why then are you baptizing?” (Jn. 
1:25). According to their interpretation of Isaiah 
52:15 and Ezekiel 36:25, the Pharisees expected 
the Messiah to “sprinkle the people.” When John 
came doing this, they were led to believe that 
he was the Messiah. (2) Mark 7:4 reads, “And 
many other things they (the Jews) hold, as the 
washing (Greek, “baptizing’) of cups... and 
of tables.” One would have a terrible time “im- 
mersing” a table. It was done by a ceremonial 
sprinkling. (3) Three thousand people were bap- 
tized and joined the Church in one day according 
to Acts 2:41. Three thousand persons can hardly 
be baptized in one day by any other method than 
sprinkling. (4) The place where Philip baptized 
the Ethopian is described as “a desert” (Acts 
8:26). If there had been a river in which a man 
could be immersed it would hardly have been 
called “a desert.”” There must have been only a 
small oasis with a spring. (5) Paul was told in 
Acts 22:16, “Arise and be baptized” and we read 
“and he arose and was baptized” (Acts 9:18). 
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The word “arise” here is often translated “stand 
up” (as it is in Acts 10:26), so Paul was told to 
“Stand up and be baptized,” and he “stood up 
and was baptized.” The words here indicate that 
he stood up and remained standing until he was 
baptized. This is one of three records in the New 
Testament of baptism being performed indoors. 
The other two are: Peter’s baptism of Cornelius 
(Acts 11:12; 10:48), and the baptism of the 
Philippian jailor in the jail at midnight (Acts 
16:33). In none of these is there any indication 
that they left the place where they were before 
baptism was administered or that it was any 
trouble to perform the baptism right there. These 
baptisms were undoubtedly administered by 
sprinkling. We repeat, therefore: every incident 
of baptism in the New Testament either requires 
or allows baptism by sprinkling. 


In the New Testament also whenever we find 
together the words “baptize” and “water” they 
are always connected by the word “with”. (E. G. 
Jn. 1:26, “I baptize with water.” Acts 11:16, 
“John indeed baptized with water.’”) The Greek 
word “en”, translated “with,” is used to denote 
the agent or instrument. For example it is used 
in Matthew 26:52 (“They that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword’’) and again in Revela- 
tions 13:10 (He that killeth with the sword.. .’’). 
Agent or instrument is thus designated by it. 
I slay someone “with the sword,” I handle the 
sword, not the person slain. The sword is the 
instrument in my hand with which I slay. There- 
fore if I baptize “‘with water,” I should handle the 
water, not the person baptized. The water should 
be the instrument in my hand with which I 
baptize. This is the method of sprinkling or pour- 
ing. Therefore we believe that sprinkling is the 
Scriptural mode of Baptism. 


II. Presbyterians baptize by sprinkling because 
we find that God baptizes in such fashion. 


Three baptisms are mentioned in Scripture (Mt. 
3:11): baptism with water, baptism with fire, and 
baptism with the Holy Spirit. Man administers 
baptism with water, but God administers the 
baptisms with fire and with the Holy Spirit. When 
God baptized with fire (Acts 2:3) the fire “sat 
upon” the head of each of them. That is the fash- 
ion of sprinkling. When God baptized with the 
Holy Spirit, the Spirit was spoken of as “falling 
upon” (Acts 10:44; 11:15-16), as “descending 
upon” (Luke 3:22; Jn. 1:32), as being “poured 
out upon” (Acts 2:17; 10:45-46), and as “coming 
upon” from above (Acts 19:6). In baptism with 
water, therefore, the water should fall upon, de- 
scend upon, be poured out upon, rest or sit upon. 
This is the fashion of sprinkling. 


* Just before His ascension, Jesus told His dis- 
ciples, “John baptized with water but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
hence” (Acts 1:5). The disciples went back to 
Jerusalem to wait for that “baptism with the Holy 
Spirit.” When the baptism with the Holy Spirit 
came, the Apostle Peter says (Acts 2:14-18) that 
it was in fulfilment of the prophesy of Joel, “And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, 
that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.” 
When the disciples were “baptized with the Holy 
Spirit,” the Spirit was “poured out upon them.” 
That is the way God prophesied through Joel that 
it would happen and that is exactly the way it did 
happen according to the inspired record of an 
Apostle who was present. God baptized with the 
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Spirit by pouring out the Spirit upon those bap. 
tized. Therefore we conclude that man should 
baptize with water by pouring out the water upon 
the one baptized. 


In Acts 11:15,16 Peter says: “And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them as on us at 
the beginning. Then remembered I the words of 
the Lord, how he said, John indeed baptized with 
water but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.” Here again is a baptism by a “falling 
upon,” and Peter’s next thought was, “Can any 
man forbid water that these should not be bap. 
tized which have received the Holy Spirit’? (Acts 
10:46,47). Here God baptized with the Spirit and 
the Spirit “fell on them”, and Peter immediately 
thought of baptism with water. Therefore we con- 
clude that in baptism with water, the water should 
also “fall on them.” 


III. Presbyterians baptize by sprinkling because 
we believe that Baptism symbolizes the coming of 
the Holy Spirit upon the baptized person and this 
is best signified by sprinkling. 


That Baptism symbolizes the coming of the 
Holy Spirit is seen in the fact that baptism with 
water and the coming of the Holy Spirit are al- 
ways closely connected in the Scriptures. Look 
for example at these passages: Matthew 3:16, 
“And Jesus, when He was baptized . . . saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting 
upon Him”; Luke 3:16, “John answered sa 
indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier 
than I cometh . . . He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit ... ”; Acts 1:5, “John truly baptized 
with water, but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days hence”; Acts 2:38, 
“Then Peter said . .. Repent and be baptized 
every one of you... and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit”; Acts 10:44-48, “While Peter 
yet spake these words the Holy Spirit fell on all 
them which heard . . . And they which had come 
with Peter were astonished because that on the 
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy 
Spirit . . . Then said Peter, Can any man forbid 
water that these should not be baptized which 
have received the Holy Spirit . . . And he con- 
manded them to be baptized... .”; and Acts 19:5-6, 
“When they heard this, they were baptized... 
and when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 
Holy Spirit came on them .. .” From these 
passages there can be no doubt that in the minds 
of John, Jesus and the Apostles there was a 
definite connection between the coming of the 
Holy Spirit and baptism with water. 


That sprinkling or pouring best symbolizes the 
coming of the Holy Spirit is seen when we re 
member that the Spirit is spoken of as “being 
poured out upon,” “falling upon,” “descending 
upon,” and “coming upon” as from above. 


IV. Presbyterians believe in Baptism by sprink- 
ling because it is the most practical method of 
baptizing. 


The Gospel of Christ Jesus applies to all people: 
to sick as well as to healthy, to aged as well as 
young, to the Eskimo as well as the African. It 1s 
a universal and impartial gospel, therefore the 
rite of initiation for converts must also be uml 
versal and impartial. It must be as equally ap 
pliable to an invalid confined to his bed and to 4 
helpless cripple in a wheel chair as it is to a man 
whose health is perfect. It must be as impartially 
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appliable to an Eskimo in the ice-bound Arctic 
as to the native in sunny Africa. Sprinkling pro- 
vides such an impartial and universal method of 
baptism. 


Baptism is the rite by which one becomes a 
member of the Church. One should be able to 
perform that rite wherever men gather and or- 
ganize a Church, whether it be in a house or a 
eave, in the catacombs or the palace of Caesar. 
Baptism by sprinkling supplies such a method. 


Conclusion 


We conclude, therefore, that sprinkling or pour- 
ing is the Scriptural mode of baptism, baptism 
having been administered by Sprinkling both in 
the Old and in the New Testament, and that 
baptism should be administered in Churches today 
by sprinkling because it is Scriptural and because 
it is practical. 


While it is thus shown that baptism by sprink- 
ling is the Scriptural method, the Presbyterian 
Church accepts baptism by immersion as valid 
because since God does not condemn it we assume 
that it is at least allowed. 


The Baptism Of Christ 


Let us begin a study of the baptism of Jesus 
Christ by first asking the question: Why was Christ 
Baptized? Jesus tells us that He was baptized “‘to 
fulfil all righteousness” (Mt. 3:15). “Righteous- 
ness’, according to Deut. 6:25, is obedience to the 
Law. There was no other Law in the time of 
Christ except the Law of the Old Testament. 


Christ was baptized then to obey the Old Testa- 
ment Law. 


We know that Christ obeyed the laws of the Old 
Testament, for He was circumcized (Lk. 2:21) 
in obedience to Lev. 12:3, He was presented in the 
temple “according to the Law of Moses” (Lk. 
2:22-23), He went up to Jerusalem to the Pass- 
over when 12 years old (Lk. 2:42) in obedience 
to Ex. 34:28, and He observed the Jewish feasts 
(Jn. 7:10; Mk. 14:12; Lk. 22:8) which were com- 
manded in the Law of Moses. Paul says Christ was 
“made under the law.” (Gal. 4:4). 


The Law of the Old Testament which Jesus was 
obeying when He was baptized is found in Num- 
bers 8:6-7, “Take the Levites . . . and cleanse 
them. Thus shalt thou do to them to cleanse 
them: Sprinkle water . . . upon them.” The Le- 
vites were priests. Jesus Christ was (and is) a 
priest (Heb. 3:1; 4:14; 5:5; 9:11); He is our High 
Priest forever. Christ’s baptism was the cere- 
monial act of His ordaination to the priesthood. It 
was the rite that set Him apart as a priest and a 
minister of holy things. 


Before any man could become a priest, three 
things were required: first, he must be 30 years 
old (Num. 4:3,47). (This is why Christ’s age at 
His baptism is given as 30 years in Lk. 3:23): 
second, he must be called of God as was Aaron, 
the first high priest (Ex. 28:1). (Christ was thus 
called (Heb. 5:4-10), and thirdly, he must be 
sprinkled with water (Num. 8:6-7) by one al- 
ready a priest (John was a priest, inheriting the 
office from his father, Ex. 29:9; Num. 25:13; 
Lk. 1:5,13). Christ knew His call, waited until He 
was 30 years old and then came to John “to fulfil 
all righteousness,”’ that is, to meet the last demand 
of the Old Testament Law for a priest before He 
began His public ministry. 
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As evidence of the fact that Christ was made 
a priest by John’s baptism, we note that when 
Jesus cleansed the temple (Mt. 21:12; Mk. 11:15) 
He was exercising the authority of a priest. And 
when the Jews came to Him asking, “By what 
authority doest thou these things, and who gave 
thee this authority”- (Mt. 21:23; Mk. 11:28), 
Jesus cited them to John’s baptism, which He had 
received, and asked, “Was it from heaven or of 
men’? In Jesus’ mind there is obviously a defi- 
nite connection between His priestly “authority” 
and His “baptism by John.” He indicates that if 
John’s baptism was from heaven, and He surely 
believed it was, then He had been truly ordained 


a priest and possessed authority to cleanse the 
temple. 


The Baptism of Jesus, then, was not the ordinary 
baptism ‘‘of repentance” which John was admin- 
istering to the people. There was a difference in 
meaning. The people, “confessing their sins” (Mt. 
3:6), were baptized as evidence of repentance and 
remission of sins (Mk. 1:4); Christ was baptized 
to ordain Him to the Priesthood. John’s baptism 
of the people was “a baptism of repentance for 
remission of sins’ (Lk. 3:3). Since Jesus had no 
need of repentance for remission of sins, He 
being without sin (1 Peter 2:22), “a baptism of 
repentance for remission of sins’ would have 
been hollow mockery. If Jesus had received the 
ordinary baptism which John was administering 
to the people He would have been guilty of acting 
a lie. John realized this and would not baptize 
Jesus (Mt. 3:14) until Jesus explained to him that 
He was being baptized, not as evidence of re- 
pentance and remission of sins, but “to fulfill all 


righteousness,”’ that is, to obey the Law of the Old 
Testament. 


This, then is why Jesus was baptized: to obey 
the Law of the Old Testament for one being set 
apart to the Priesthood. 


According to our belief, Jesus was NOT baptized 
as an example to His followers. That He was not 
baptized as an example to us is seen first from 
the fact that Christ’s baptism was for a dif- 
ferent purpose than our baptism. He was baptized 
to set Him apart to the priesthood; we are bap- 
tized as a sign and a seal of our covenant with 
Him. He was baptized to obey the Old Testament 
Law, while we are not under the Old Law because 
Christ redeemed and set us free from it (Gal. 
4:5; 5:1,18); we are baptized under the New 
Testament Law, the command of Christ found in 
Matt. 28:19. His baptism is no more an example 
to us than His circumcision or His keeping of the 
Old Testament feasts. If His baptism is to be con- 
sidered as an example to his followers, why are 
not His circumcision and His keeping of feasts con- 
sidered as examples to us too? 


That Jesus was not baptized as an example to 
us is seen also in the fact that John’s baptism was 
not baptism under the New Covenant but under 
the Old, and therefore John’s baptism was not 
Christian baptism. Christ instituted the New Cove- 
nant at His death, for at the Last Supper He said, 
“This cup is the New Covenant in My blood” 
(Luke 22:20). That John’s baptism was not Chris- 
tian baptism is seen clearly in the fact that Paul 
re-baptized in the name of Jesus some of those 
whom John had baptized (Acts 19:4-6). If John’s 
baptism is not Christian baptism but baptism 
under the Old Covenant, then Jesus’ baptism can- 
not be an example to us. 
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Seeing, therefore, why Christ was baptized, let 
us ask the question, secondly: How was Christ 
Baptized? Christ was baptized by SPRINKLING. 
He was being set apart as a priest, and Num. 
8:6-7 expressly says: “Thus shalt thou do... 
Sprinkle water . . . upon them.” He was baptized 
under the Old Testament Law and the only 
method of baptism in the Old Testament was 
sprinkling. Christ was baptized by John, and John, 
being a priest and also the last prophet of the 
Old Covenant, performed the rite of ceremonial 
purification, which was Old Testament baptism, 
by sprinkling (Lev. 14:2,7; Num. 8:7; 19:4,13). 
John testifies by his own way of baptizing when 
he says, “I indeed baptize with water” (Mt. 3:11). 


Let us turn now to Luke 4:15-21 and get Jesus’ 
own testimony as to His Baptism, “And He came 
to Nazareth where He had been brought up; and, 
as His custom was, He went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 
And there was delivered unto Him the book of 
the prophet Esaias. And when He had opened 
the book, He found the place where it was written, 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He 
hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and re- 
covering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord. And He closed the book, and 
He gave it again to the minister, and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the Syna- 
gogue were fastened on Him. And He began to 
say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled 
in your ears.” 


Conclusion 


We conclude that Jesus Christ was baptized 
by John, not “unto repentance for remission of 
sins,” not as an example to His followers, but to 
ordain him to the priesthood. We conciude, there- 
fore, that Jesus was baptized by sprinkling. 


“Up Out Of The Water” 


No passages in Scripture have been so misused 
as have Matthew 3:16 (“And Jesus, when He 
was baptized, went up straightway out of the 
water”) and Mark 1:10 (Jesus . . . was baptized 
of John in Jordan and... straightway coming up 
out of the water .. .”) These passages are used 
by some who believe in baptism by immersion to 
indicate the act of rising “from under” the water 
after an immersion. To them the passages mean, 
“Jesus rose up from under the water.” This is an 
incorrect interpretation. A study of the original 
Greek in these passages will immediately convince 
one of this. From the Greek it is clear that the 
writers were speaking, not of Jesus’ “rising up 
from the water,” but of His stepping out of the 
water onto the bank of the river. The Greek word 
translated in Matthew “went up” and in Mark 
“coming up” is the same verb “anabaino.” It 
means “to go up,” “to ascend,” “to climb.” It is 
used in Luke 19:4 when Zacchaeus “climbed” the 
sycamore tree. It is used again in Matthew 5:1 
when Jesus “went up” into the mountain. The 
Greek translated in both passages “out of’ is the 
preposition “apo” which means “from” or “away 
from,” but never “from under.” The American 
Standard Version of the Bible translates it “from 
the water” in both these passages. Jesus stepped 
from the bank down into the edge of the water, 
knee or ankle deep, John, having reached down 
and taken up the water, poured or sprinkled it 
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upon Jesus. Jesus then stepped up onto the bank 
= He came “up out of the water” onto the 
and. 


It is worthy of note that all the earliest pictures 
of Jesus’ Baptism, some of them from the cata- 
combs, indicate the method described above (i.e, 
John sprinkling Jesus while He stood in the edge 
of the river). 


Interpretation Of “Buried 
In Baptism” 


The passages of Scripture which may trouble 
those who would believe in baptism by sprinkling 
are Romans 6:1-12 and Colossians 2:6-15, where 
we find the phrase “buried in baptism.” It may 
be helpful therefore if we clarify these passages. 


_ There are mentioned in Scripture three Bap- 
tisms: Baptism with water, Baptism with fire and 
Baptism with the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11). The 
Baptism with fire was a special sign given only 
to Apostles and not given today. The Baptism with 
the Holy Spirit is the Ruling Baptism of the New 
Testament, as seen in the fact that baptism with 


water is only a symbol of this Baptism with the 
Holy Spirit. 


This Spiritual Baptism, or Baptism with the 
Holy Spirit, is an essential part of the Christian 
Life (Rom. 8:9). It is the coming of the Spirit of 
God into a man’s heart (I John 4:13). When the 
Holy Spirit comes into a man’s heart He convicts 
the man of sin (John 16:8), works faith in him 
(Gal. 5:22; Eph. 2:8), and unites him thereby to 
Christ (I Cor. 12:13). Being convicted of sin, the 
man “dies to sin” and the body of sin is “buried.” 
Having faith and being united to Christ, the man 
“rises to newness of life.” And when we see con- 
viction of sin and the working of faith, we know 
that that man has been baptized with the Spirit. 


_ Now, in the passages wherein the phrase “buried 
in baptism” appears, Paul is speaking, not of bap- 
tism with water, but of the more essential Baptism 
with the Holy Spirit. The “burial” which is men- 
tioned is a spiritual burial and takes place, not 
in the baptism with water, but as a result of the 
Baptism with the Holy Spirit. 


_ We reason thus first from the fact that “water” 
is neither mentioned nor implied in either of 
these passages. And further the meaning of both 
— is outraged by dragging in the word 
water”. 


We hold that the “baptism” mentioned in these 
passages is the work of the Holy Spirit and not 
the work of any man (as is baptism with water 
since it is administered by men), from the fact 
that both passages in many places mention other 
works of the Holy Spirit, and nowhere mention 
the work of the man upon another (as is baptism 
with water). Some of the works of the Spirit 
mentioned in these passages are: (1) the raising 
of Christ from the dead (Rom. 6:4, “. . . that like 
as Christ was raised from the dead. . .”; Col. 
2:12, “. . . who raised Him from the dead...” 
The raising of Christ from the dead was a work 
of God’s Spirit according to Rom. 8:11); (2) our 
own resurrection (Rom. 6:5, “. . . we shall be also 
in the likeness of His resurrection.” That our 
resurrection is a work of the Spirit is shown i 
Rom. 8:11); (3) the quickening of us who were 
dead in sin (Col. 2:13, “and you, being dead in 
your sins... hath He quickened .. .” The quick 
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ening of us, who were dead in sin, to spiritual life 
is the work of the Holy Spirit according to Eph. 
2:5; 2 Cor. 3:6); (4) “the crucifying of the old 
man” (Rom. 6:6); (5) “the destruction of the 
body of sin” (Rom. 6:6); (6) “the putting off of 
the body of sins of the flesh” (Col. 2:11); and 
(7) “the circumcision made without hands” (Col. 
2:11). These seven things are all very definitely 
the result of the coming of the Spirit. The “bap- 
tism’” mentioned in the same and adjoining verses 
must also be the result of the coming of the 
Spirit. 

We reason that “buried in baptism” refers to a 
Spiritual Baptism and not a physical water-baptism 
from the fact that this is a baptism “into 
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 6:3). I Cor. 12:13 tells us 
that “by one Spirit are we baptized into one body,” 
and the preceding verse (Verse 12) explains that 
this “one body” is Jesus Christ. And so, it is by 
the Spirit that we are “baptized into Jesus Christ.” 


We hold that “buried in baptism” refers to a 
Spiritual Baptism and not a physical water-bap- 
tism from the fact that it is a baptism “into His 
death” (Rom. 6:3) and “into death” (Rom. 6:4). 
This is of necessity referring to a spiritual death 
on our part the death of the old sinful man. Since 
it is a spiritual death, the baptism and burial 
mentioned in the same breath must also be a 
spiritual baptism and a spiritual burial. If an 
actual physical burial of the person baptized (as 
in water) were required, then an actual, physical 
death of the person baptized would also be re- 
quired and the man who is baptized would literally 
have to die. The “raising up” is also a spiritual 
raising, and not a physical one, for “we are 
risen thru faith’ (Col. 2:12), and faith is in the 
realm of the spiritual. If then the “death unto 
sin” and the “raising thru faith” are both spiritual, 
then the “burial in baptism,” which they accom- 
pany, must also be spiritual, and not physical (as 
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burial in water would be). 


Conclusion 


When Paul says “buried in baptism” he is not 
speaking of or implying an actual burial in the 
water in water-baptism, but is referring to the 
spiritual burial discarding or putting off from 
us of the body of sin which takes place as a 
result of the baptism with the Holy Spirit. We 
are buried with Him as a result of the baptism 
with the Holy Spirit but not in baptism with 
water. 

Closing Remarks 


This is what Presbyterians believe concerning 
the mode of baptism. But if anyone believes other- 
wise concerning baptism, if he profess the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, we accept him 
as our Christian brother, refusing to allow such a 
difference to separate the followers of Christ. In 
so doing we believe we perform the will of Christ 
and follow the example of the Apostle Paul to 
which we refer in the preface of this article. 


We bear in mind that the real point of differ- 
ence on baptism between Presbyterians and Bap- 
tists is in what the Act of Baptism symbolizes. 
To Presbyterians “Baptism is a sacrament, wherein 
the washing with water, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost doth signify 
and seal our ingrafting into Christ, and partaking 
of the benefits of the covenant of Grace, and 
our engagement to be the Lord’s.” (Shorter 
Catechism Q. 94). Baptism symbolizes the coming 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Christian. This is best 
symbolized by sprinkling or pouring. To Baptists 
baptism symbolizes the death, burial and resurrec- 
tion of the Christian, which is the result of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. This is best symbolized 
by the immersion. 

There the question rests! Let us love one another 
in the Lord! 





Why Do They Hire Such 
Professors? 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Professor W. T. Stace, of the Philosophy De- 
partment of Princeton University, wrote an article 
which appeared in the September 1948 issue of 
The Atlantic Magazine. It is entitled “Man Against 
Darkness,” and its first three sentences read: 
“The Catholic Bishops of America recently issued 
a statement in which they said that the chaotic 
and bewildered state of the modern world is due 
to man’s loss of faith, his abandonment of God 
and Religion. For my part I believe in no religion 
at all. Yet I entirely agree with the bishops.” 


The article goes on to say that “The root cause 
of the decay of faith has not been any particular 
discovery of science, but rather the general spirit 
of science and certain basic assumptions upon 
which modern science, from the seventeenth cen- 
tury onward, has proceeded” and “It was Galileo 
and Newton—notwithstanding that Newton was a 
deeply religious man—who destroyed the old com- 
fortable picture of a friendly universe governed 
by spiritual values” and “The real returning point 

etween the medieval age of faith and the modern 
age of unfaith came when the scientists in the 
Seventeenth century turned their backs upon what 


used to be called ‘final causes’” and “You can 
draw a sharp line across the history of Europe 
dividing it into two epochs of very unequal length. 
The line passes through the lifetime of Galiled. 
European man before Galileo—whether ancient 
pagan or more recent Christian—thought of the 
world as controlled by a plan and purpose. After 
Galileo, European man thinks of it as utterly pur- 
poseless. This is the great revolution of which I 
spoke. It is this which has killed religion’ and 
“For instance, there is for modern philosophy no 
such thing as the ancient problem of evil. For 
this once famous question presupposes that pain 
and misery, though they seem so inexplicable and 
irrational to us, must ultimately subserve some 
rational purpose, must have their place in the 
cosmic plan. But this is nonsense. There is no 
such overruling rationality in the universe. Belief 
in the ultimate irrationality of everything is the 
quintessence of what is called the modern mind.” 
The author concludes by suggesting that, although 
we can have no ideals or moral standards based on 
religion, we can nevertheless live fine, civilized 
lives with ideals and a code of our own. 
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Naturally, this article has stirred up quite a few 
of the Princeton alumni, and many letters-to-the- 
editor have appeared recently in the Princeton 
Alumni Weekly. One letter, from a minister of a 
Congregational church who was a senior when I 
was a freshman at Princeton University, stated: 
“While the article by Professor Stace ... seems 
out of line with Princeton’s motto, ‘Dei sub numine 
viget’, and the Christian tradition of the Univer- 
sity, the principle of academic freedom demands 
liberty of thought and expression for faculty and 
undergraduates. It is well to have all schools of 
thought represented in the Department of Phi- 
losophy.” 


The concluding sentence of this letter contains 
more error than any other single sentence that I 
have read in a long, long time. If that sentence 
had read “It is well to have all schools of thought 
presented by the Department of Philosophy” no 
one would raise objection. 


In order to have the atheist’s or agnostic’s view- 
points presented to students for discussion, is it 
necessary that a college or university hire as a 
professor an atheist or agnostic when a philosopher 
of Christian conviction could just as easily be 
hired who is fully familiar with the viewpoints of 
the atheist or the agnostic, and who can present 
their case as clearly as can the unbelievers them- 
selves? Should an abandoned libertine be added 
to the faculty in order that the philosophy of the 
libertine may be presented for discussion? Is it 
necessary, in order to have the revolutionist’s and 
anarchist’s outlook placed before the students for 
discussions, that an educational institution place 
on its faculty one who has actually blasted his po- 
litical opponents into smithereens by means of 
carefully placed bombs? Could not a scholar of 
Christian conviction present for discussion the 
philosophy of violence just as ably as could a 
revolutionary with the mass-murder of many peo- 
ple chargeable against him? 


I personally never studied under Professor Stace, 
for he joined the faculty of Princeton the year I 
graduated from the University; nor did I ever hear 
of him until I read the recent letters in The 
Princeton Alumni Weekly concerning his article. 
The Atlantic stated that he received his B.A. from 
Trinity College, Dublin, and that he has received 
a Litt.D. from the same institution. 


While I was an undergraduate at the Univer- 
sity, I studied philosophy under Professor Theo- 
dore M. Greene, who has since joined the Phi- 
losophy Department of Yale University. Professor 
Greene received his A.B. from Amherst College 
and his Ph.D. from the University of Edinburgh; he 
holds honorary degrees from Davidson College, 
Hobart College, the University of Pittsburgh, and 
from Amherst College. (Perhaps you recall see- 
ing him in the pictures of the Round Table meet- 
ings on “The Pursuit of Happiness” and on “Mod- 
ern Art,’’ which appeared in recent issues of Life 
Magazine.) Professor Greene, I am pleased to say, 
did not try to vault lightly over God and Chris- 
a as Professor Stace has presumed to try 
to do. 


I might add, in passing, that Professor Stace’s 
views on the problem of science and religion are 
not representative of the ablest thinking on the 
subject. A thinker who knows far more about 
science and the general spirit of science than does 
Professor Stace, and whose views on the subject 
are more worthy of careful consideration, is the 
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great Dr. Arthur Holly Compton, one of the 
atomic scientists, who took his Ph.D. at Princeton 
University and who has won the Nobel Prize in 
Physics. Like Professor Greene, and unlike Pro- 
fessor Stace, Dr. Compton is a man of religious 
conviction, and he has long been active in Chris- 
tian affairs. In recent years Dr. Compton has 
written: “Few scientific men today defend the 
atheistic attitude. The more we learn about the 
world in which we live, the less the probability 
that it is the product of chance... Never yet has 
there been adequate refutation of the argument 
that design in the universe presumes an Intelli- 
gence. Evidence points to the existence of a Be- 
ginner, a Creator of the Universe. Science can 
have no quarrel with a religion which postulates a 
God to whom men are His children” and “We 
have found strong reasons for believing that in 
spite of his physical insignificance, man, as an in- 
telligent person, may be of extraordinary in- 
portance in the cosmic scheme. If we were to use 
our own best judgment, what would we say is the 
most important thing about a noble man? Would 
we not place first the beauty of his character? 
It takes a whole lifetime to build the character 
of a noble man . . . Having been thus perfected, 
what shall nature do with him? Annihilate him? 
What infinite waste! I prefer to believe man 
lives on after death, continuing in a larger sphere, 
in cooperation with his Maker, the work he has 
here begun.” 


And I might also add, in passing, that it is de- 
batable whether or not the principle of academic 
freedom justifies Professor Stace, believing and 
writing as he does, in accepting a position on the 
faculty of a University, founded some two cen- 
turies ago by Presbyterians, which has as its motto 
“Under the divine protection of God it flourishes.” 
However, I do not wish in this limited space to 
try to point out the many differences between 
academic freedom and academic license, although 
Professor Stace’s having written and published 
the article in question would well merit the dis- 
cussion. 


The principal point in which I am interested 
at the present time can be briefly stated in the 
form of a short question: Why do they hire such 
professors? When an additional teacher is needed, 
why does a college or university deliberately select 
a man who can say “For my part I believe in no 
religion at all,’’ when that educational institution 
could as easily select a scholar of equal ability, 
who has Christian conviction and who personally 
knows the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, to fill 
the position on the faculty? 


And why do some theological seminaries, which 
are supposed to be orthodox in their theology, 0¢- 
casionally place on their faculties men who are 
not themselves thoroughly orthodox in their be- 
liefs, when these same seminaries could just a 
easily select men of equal scholarship who art 
completely sound in their beliefs? 
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The Federal Council On 
Human Rights 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


The Statement of the Biennial meeting of the 


Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America . 


on “Human Rights,” as reported in the Christian 
Observer of Dec. 22, 1948, is a majestic piece of 
plausibility and a master piece of loose and shal- 


low thinking. With many of the general statements \ 


in regard to our dealings with our fellowmen on 
the principles of the Golden Rule and with the 
Christian spirit of helpfulness we can all agree. We 
recognize there are certain rights that are strictly 
human and apply to all regardless of age, sex, race, 
creed, or color. On the other hand there are other 
rights that are conditioned on qualifications. But 
the Federal Council does not make any such dis- 
tinction—all are regarded as equal regardless of 
any qualifications whatever. 


I notice in reading this statement that they are 
concerned only with rights that people have or 
should have, and they do not recognize that these 
people, for whom they have such deep concern, 
have any duties or obligations to perform. But in 
the Old Book, which some of us still take to be our 
guide, the emphasis is upon duty and individual 
responsibility: the duty of the ruler to those over 
whom he rules, and the duty of the subjects to 
their ruler; the duty of the husband to the wife 
and the wife to her husband; the duty of the 
parents to their children and the children to their 
parents; the duty of the master to his servants, and 
the servants to their master. In fact the Scriptures 
say very little about rights but a great deal about 
obligations and duties. The demagogue long ago 
found out that real or imaginary rights have a 
more popular appeal than the subject of duties 
and obligations. That is why so many people are 
not interested in the preaching of the word of God. 


The eternal destiny of man does not depend 
upon what society does for him or against him, but 
upon what he does for or against his own salvation. 
Where does God Almighty place the responsibility 
when he says, “No drunkard shall enter the king- 
dom of Heaven”? Of course as Christian citizens 
we are to do all we can to save people from sin 
and folly, but in the great day of final accounts, 
ony one shall give an account of himself before 

od. 


There are certain human rights that belong to 
every one whether he be an infant, idiot, imbecile, 
or moron. There are other rights that belong only 
to responsible people and they carry with them 
certain qualifications, and impose certain duties 
and obligations. This is evident when they pass from 
strictly human rights to what they call “economic 
rights,” “political rights,” and “social rights.” 


1. Economic Rights: Perhaps half the population 
of Europe would set sail for America on a days 
notice, if they could, for they know that this is the 
land of opportunity—they know the road is kept 
open and the ladder is kept up, and all that is 
Necessary is for a man to walk that road and 
climb that ladder. Of course every man should have 
the right to earn an honest living—he should have 
fair pay for honest work. He should have, and does 
have, the right to own property and to better 





his economic position by honest effort and by his 
willingness to deny himself the things he does not 
really need, in order to lay by in store for the rainy 
day that is sure to come in the future. However, 
it is not the right of every man to be employed 
by any one whom he may choose to work for. 
The employer has some rights that are to be re- 
spected. The employer must not only consider 
the employee’s fitness and capacity to do the 
work but he must also consider whether any given 
employee will be agreeable to, and work in har- 
mony with, the other employees who are doing 
satisfactory work. 


It is also the duty of every able bodied man to 
pay taxes to support the government. The people 
must support the government and not the govern- 
ment the people. There is a great ado about some 
states requiring a man to pay poll tax before he 
is allowed to vote. The cheap politicians and the 
Federal Council want to exempt the poor man 
from paying any tax whatever and they want “to 
soak the rich” and lay the burden heavy on the 
corporations—make them pay all the taxes. Think 
of what the state does for all of its citizens: It 
affords him police protection for himself, his 
family, and his property; It builds roads and 
bridges for him to travel over; It educates his 
children, no matter how many he has, and trans- 
ports them to school; In many cases the state 
provides medical and surgical care for his chil- 
dren, and the Federal Government furnishes free 
lunches and warm dinners for them. After all the 
state does for a man and his family, for him not 
to be willing to pay one or two dollars a year in 
taxes to support his state is contemptible—such 
an ingrate is not fit to live in such a good coun- 
try as we have, much less does he have a moral 
right to vote. Oh, they say, “they are so poor.” 
Better check up on how much money they waste 
on liquor, gambling, tobacco etc. before you waste 
so much sympathy on their poverty. 


I have read many if not all the deliverances 
of the Federal Council since its beginning, but I 
have never noticed their giving any credit to the 
men who give of their time, talents, and means 
to afford employment and livelihood for the work- 
ing men and their families. There is one very 
large class of people they condemn wholesale— 
that is the people who are willing to deny them- 
selves many of the things they like, save a little 
money for their old age, and invest it in corpora- 
tions to carry on the business of the country. 
Many of our corporations, especially the railroads, 
are made up of very small stockholders, and some- 
times for years at a time receive no dividends. 
Like the cheap politician appealing for votes they 
want to soak the rich and tax the corporation, and 
free the wastrel from all tax. The Federal Council 
does not recognize that there are two classes of 
poor people—those who deny themselves and 
save something and those who waste their sub- 
stance in selfish indulgence and sinful extrava- 
gance. Many working people spend their money 
in gambling and drinking, in tobacco and coca 
(Continued on Page 18) 
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“A Matter Of Urgency” 


SAYS THE 


1948 General Assembly 


CONCERNING THE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 
BUILDING PROGRAM 


THE BUILDING PROGRAM 


Several years ago it was estimated that 
$75,000.00 would both erect and equip a 
building suitable for the exclusive use of the 
Foundation. The sum of $80,000.00 is now 
available for this purpose, of which the 
Women of the Church have provided $36,- 
000.00. 


In the meantime, building costs have ap- 
proximately doubled. It was against the 
background of these facts that the 1948 Gen- 
eral Assembly, after characterizing the un- 
dertaking as a ‘matter of urgency,” directed 
that “efforts be pressed” for the erection of 
the proposed building. 


An additional $60,000.00 is required + 
carry out the will of the Assembly. Towat 
the securing of this amount it is suggested 

1. That each congregation, under the lea 
ership of its pastor, arrange to contribute 
sum equal to ten cents per member to tk 
Historical Foundation Building Fund durin 
the church year 1949-50; 

2. That individuals and organizations & 
signate additional names for the Plaque ¢ 
Recognition upon making a gift of $100.00! 
the Building for each name thus proposed; 

3. That every Southern Presbyterian pt 
ticipate in the enterprise to the extent of li 
or her ability. Contributions in any and d 
amounts are welcomed. 


THE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 


Established and owned by the General Assembly, 
administered through an Executive Committee 
elected directly by the Assembly, and incorpor- 
ated under the Laws of the State of North Car- 
olina. Embraces three divisions: Library, Mu- 


seum, and Archives, constituting one of th 
world’s great collections of Presbyterian al 
Reformed literature. For the past 21 years lr 
cated on the ground floor of Assembly In # 
Montreat, N. C. 
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BUILDING FROM ASSEMBLY DRIVE 


/BUILDING PLANS 


Plans for a building for the exclusive use of 
the Foundation have been prepared by Alfred 
Morton Githens, distinguished designer of great 
American libraries, approved by the Executive 
Committee of the Foundation, and specifically 
authorized for use by the General Assembly. 
These plans are adapted to the architectural 
motif of Montreat and possess a distinction of 
their own in which safety, beauty and utility 
are happily combined. 


SPECIFIC MEMORIALS 


Three outstanding opportunities for memor- 





sed; F ials are still available, which involve defraying 
m pag te construction costs of certain units of the 
“of hie 2 building. These are the Central Hall ($20,- 
nd d 000.00) and two rooms on the main floor ($5,- 


000.00 each). Details in this connection will be 
supplied upon request. 


of tht 
‘an atl 
ears lt 

Inn # 


Montreat, N. C. 


TERIAL POSSESSIONS. 

















; TIE NAMES OF THESE PERSONS OR ORGANIZATIONS POUOW: 
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> PRIS TABLET HAS BEEN FRECTED AT THE CENTER OF -' 
THIS HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 3 
CMYRCH IN THE UNITED STATES IN APPRECIATION OF 
THE GENEROSITY OF NUMEROUS DONORS TOWARD THE ; 
CONSTRUCTION OF THIS BUILDING AND IN RECOGNITION 
OF ‘THOSE IN WHOSE MEMORY OR HONOR SUCH GIFTS 
HAVE BEEN MADE. 
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THE PLAQUE OF RECOGNITION 


To be erected at the entrance of new building 
bearing names proposed by donors of sums of 
one hundred dollars or more to the Building 
Fund. Two hundred and thirty-two names have 
thus been designated to date, many of them in 
the nature of memorials, though a considerable 
number are those of living persons. There is no 


more fitting recognition in the Presbyterian 
world. 


Any additional information about the Historical Foundation in general or the new 
building in particular will be gladly furnished. Checks should be made payable to 
the Historical Foundation Building Fund and mailed to the Historical Foundation, 


UNDER THE BLESSINGS OF GOD, 638,000 SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS CAN AND WILL 
MAKE ADEQUATE PROVISION FOR HOUSING THEIR CHURCH’S MOST VALUABLE MA- 
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cola, in moving pictures and other unnecessary 
things until they have little or nothing left for 
the barest necessities of life and these are’ the 
people who want security from the government. 
They want the government to take care of them 
from the cradle to the grave. 


Two enterprising preachers from Union Semi- 
nary New York, in the World Council at Amster- 
dam last Fall introduced a resolution condemning 
Capitalism with Communism, and had it not been 
for the United States—the greatest capitalist na- 
tion’s feeding Europe these fellows would not have 
had anything to eat at Amsterdam. That looks 


very much like the dog that bites the hand that 
feeds him. 


II. Political Rights: The Federal Council says 
there must be no discrimination whatever by rea- 
son of class, creed, color or in any way, that all the 
people should have and enjoy their political rights. 
The right to vote, to hold office, to serve on 
juries etc. Some years ago I read a book in which 
the political views of each one of the framers of 
our constitution was discussed. There were dif- 
ferences of opinion at many points but at one 
point they were all agreed. James Madison, George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamil- 
ton and all the others were as afraid of an ignorant 
electorate as they were of a prairie fire. They all 
felt the absolute necessity of an intelligent body 
of voters. The safety and prosperity of the coun- 


try depends on the intelligence and character of 
the voters. 


When John W. Davis was running for Presi- 
dent of the United States in 1924 a large crowd 
of voters of one race were persuaded, and they 
promised, to vote for the distinguished son of W. 
Va. in the largest city of the state. When the 
election was over I asked a politician what became 
of all those votes that were pledged to John W. 
Davis. He said the agents of the opposite party 
came in the day before and bought all those 
votes from $5.00 apiece to a pint of liquor, and 
there was only one of that race voted for John 
W. Davis, and said he: “We paid him $5.00 to 
do that.” That is an example of universal suf- 
frage. That is epluribus unum—one of many in- 
stances. Still the poor down troden criminals— 
all should have all their political rights. Bribery 
is a crime but is tolerated very often. The Federal 
Council seems to think it the right of every man 
to vote whether he knows or cares for what or for 
whom he is voting. 


All without discrimination should be allowed to 
hold office according to the Federal Council re- 
gardless of character or ability. But the Scrip- 
tures tell us the qualifications for officers: Jethro 
said to Moses, his son in law, ‘Moreover, thou 
shalt provide out of all the people able men, such 
as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness 
and make them rulers.” These are God’s require- 
ments for office holders. 


If all men regardless of qualifications have the 
right to vote and hold office they also have the 
right to serve on juries in our law courts, where 
great personal issues are at stake. A man’s life, 
liberty, or posSessions are at stake. But who wants 
to risk his vital interests to a bunch of morons 
on a jury’ that hardly know their right hand 


from their left? Or by those who are criminally 
inclined? We ought to hear more from our good 
citizens about the duties and responsibilities rather 
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than so much about the rights of the ignorant, the 
prejudiced, and the depraved. The safety and the 
good of our country depend on the good character 
and intelligence of its citizens. 


III. Social Rights: The Federal Council makes 
much of “social rights,” but I am wondering if 


- there is such a thing. Society or the social life of 


people is not based on human rights. This is where, 
or at least one place where, the Federal Council js 
doing loose and shallow thinking. I can insert a key 
| in the door of my home and go in any hour of 
| the day or night. I have a right in that home. | 
own it, and no one can tell me to get out or stay 
out. But I cant go into my neighbor’s home that 
way. I don’t have any right in his home. Under 
\ certain conditions and circumstances I am wel- 
comed in hundreds—or even thousands of homes, 
but it is a privilege I enjoy and not a right that I 
can demand. A young man sees a young lady 
that he admires very much and he wants to culti- 
vate her acquaintance, but he can not demand her 
company as a right, he can only request it as a 
privilege which she may accord him or deny him. 
She has a perfect right to do either one in this 
land of the free. No man can demand as a right 
that the woman of his choice should marry him. 


When young people have a party with their 
friends, they extend invitations to those of their 
class—to those of congenial temperament, and no 
one can claim the right to be included in that 
party. Social life is based on preference and con- 
geniality and not on human rights, and among 
men as well as among birds, it is a law of nature 
that “Birds of a feather will flock together,” and 
there is nothing the Federal Council can do to 
change that law. When Jesus was on earth he had 
three favorite disciples Peter, James and John. 
Was it because they were more congenial than 
the others? He sought and found congenial com- 
pany in the home of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 
in Bethany. It is true that he ate with publicans 
and sinners, but you can’t prove anything by 
that. They were all of his own race and nationality. 
He ate also with the Pharisees and with the rich. 
All’ of these people had souls to be saved. But 
when He felt the need of comradeship He sought 
it-in congenial company. 


| Segregation of the races has caused and is caus- 


ing the Federal Council to lose much sleep. Their 
consciences will not let them rest until they can 
force something on people that they do not want 
| and make them like it. Then their consciences will 
| be at ease. But where did Jesus Christ tell his 
| church to use force? “My kingdom is not of this 
' world else would my servants fight.” Paul, the 
| greatest interpreter of the Master we have, says, 
“The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but 
| mighty through God to the pulling down of strong- 
holds.” The standards of our church call for the 
‘use of spiritual means to attain spiritual results 
and renounce all, ideas of force. We have a very 
difficult and delicate problem in our country be 
cause our forefathers violated God’s law. “He 
appointed the bounds of their habitation as well as 
made of one blood all nations to dwell on the 
-earth.” And whatever the final solution of the 
! problem may be it certainly will not come by one 
group of Christians trying to ram something down 
the throats of another group of Christians and 
making them like it. That is one thing sure and 
certain. The best friends the Negro has are the 
| Christian people of the South and we are trying 
| to help, and are helping, him in an understanding 


| 
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way. It is the wicked people in the North and 
South, white and colored, that complicates and 
makes vexatious our problem. The wicked white 
men hate the Negro, and the wicked Negro hates 
the white man, and they are prone to fly at each 
other’s throats on little or no provocation. It is 
for this reason, the best people of the South pre- 
fer segregation. It is the best way to preserve the 
peace and protect the lives of all concerned. As 
between race riots and segregation I prefer segre- 
gation for race riots involve murder. 


But the Federal Council, instead of being the 
servants of the churches as they claim to be, pre- 
sume to legislate for all the churches and use the 
word ‘Must’. “‘All the churches must renounce the, 
pattern of race-segregated society.” This whole de- 
liverance was passed at the recent biennial meet- 
ing in Cincinnati, without a single “Nay!” vote, 
although our church was well represented. The 


Southern Negro does not want white people in his \ 


church any more than the Southern white man 
wants him in his church. And both parties resent 
meddling from the outside. 


Is the Southern Presbyterian going to obey; 
orders from the Federal Council? If so, then we! 
must renounce the pattern of race segregation at 
our great social centers, such as :?re 
Kerrville, and Montreat, and work for a non-| 
segregated church and a non-segregated society. 
A few years ago I asked one of our best informed | 
ministers what would be the result if we were to 
try that at Montreat. He said, “It would not do at 
all, why, we might have a race riot at Montreat.” 
I do not agree with this good brother. I do not 
think there is any danger of a race riot at Mon- 
treat. Montreat is made up of Christian people 
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who do not indulge in race riots, or in any othe 
form of murder. But I know what would tak 


place. Scores and hundreds of the most cultured 


and most consecrated Christians to be found any 
where in this world would go out the Montreat 
gate, shake the dust off their feet, and never come 


back as long as they live. Our representatives at \ 


the Federal Council at Cincinnati, who did not 
cast a singe “Nay!” vote, know that would happen 
just as well as I do. Can the Southern Presbyterian 
church afford such a move as that? Are we ready 
to wreck Montreat as a social and religious center 
in order to please radical leaders of the Federal 
Council who presume that they have wisdom far 
beyond that of Solomon? I don’t think many of 


our Southern Presbyterians have gone crazy 
enough for that. 


Our Southern Presbyterian church can not agree 
with the Federal Council as to the mission of the 
church. We believe in the spiritual mission of the 
church, and the cause of Christ is to be promoted 
by spiritua! means alone in humble reliance upon 
God to use His word and the witness of the saints 
to bring in His kingdom. But that is too slow and 
narrow to suit the Federal Council. They are 
willing to use force or any means to attain their 
objectives. Their aim seems to be to reform so- 
ciety, to rectify Christendom, to run the govern- 
ments of the world, and to regulate the universe— 
all in the name of Him who said, “My kingdom 
is not of this world.” So there is little danger of 
the Federal Council getting out of its self ap- 
pointed bounds. 


“Can two walk together except they be agreed?” 
This is a rhetorical question in the Bible and it 
carries its answer with it and the answer is “NOY!” 





What Is The Message 
Of The Church 


By Rev. R. P. Robertson 
Ellisville, Miss. 


The question suggested in the title is not a new 
one; it has been asked by people in almost every 
generation of our era. In our modern age two 
general positions have been set forth as to what 
the position of Church is in relation to the social 
problems of the world. The basic principles which 
lie at the foundation of these two positions are 
so far apart that they effect the world attitude 
of those who hold them, but each come to almost 
opposite conclusions, and their present policies as 
to the relation of the church to the world’s prob- 
lems are equally opposite. 


The first position is that which holds that the 
hurch’s primary emphasis is that of easing suf- 
fering, correcting social and economic problems. 
The adherents to this view of the Church’s position 
find in the ministry of our Lord a great emphasis 
laid upon the physical welfare of men. They feel 
that there is scriptural warrant for the church to- 
day to enter directly into the social life of the 
world and try to correct many obvious evils. For 
this reason the leaders of many of the churches 
are enterting whole heartedly into the making of 
Specific social pronouncements. They are devoting 
almost all their best thought to devising ways - 


and means of bettering social conditions in the 
world all in the name of the Church. The goal 
of this position and the aim of their efforts is 
the bringing into the world a perfect social order 
patterned after the teachings of Our Lord. 


The second view is the one which holds that 
the primary message of the Church is the 
proclamation of the Gospel; that it is the prime 
duty of the church to make clear to a world 
dying in sin that the only hope is in the Christ 
of the Gospel. The adherents of this view, as mem- 
bers and leaders in the church, have a rather in- 
different attitude toward the economic, political, 
and social upheavals of our time. They feel that 
the ultimate salvation of the world is a work that 
God Himself will accomplish through the means of 
the Gospel Message; the social burden is not pri- 
marily the burden of the church. Whatever social 
and economic corrections the church will make in 
the world (and the church does make these cor- 
rections) will not be brought about by any direct 
activity on the part of the church, but rather 
they will come as an indirect result of the pri- 
mary emphasis—that of proclaiming the Gospel. 
the Gospel message will triumph only as Christ 
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AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


A college for women with the highest educational recognition which earnestly seeks to maintain 
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Himself, the Eternal Son of God, the miracle 
worker, transforms the lives and characters of His 
people. The Lord Jesus Christ Who is able to 
bring into being that which is not; Who exerts 
His matchless power and saving grace in the re- 
demption of the lost; Whose salvation consists in 
changing the disposition and natures of people- 
changing them from what they once were, dead 
in sins, without godly affections, greedy, and lost, 
to His dear children, desiring to do His will and 
follow His steps. This transformation of the indi- 
vidual, which is the only effect that will ever 
truly effect society, comes about not by any at- 
tempt on the part of man in establishing councils 
or developing great movements or making pro- 
nouncements to correct social evils. This trans- 
formation comes by the Pronouncement of the 
Message of the Gospel. This proclamation is the 
primary duty of the church and it alone will make 
the world wise unto salvation. 


After having thought for some little time about 
these two general positions and world-views as 
they are related to the message of the church, 
the writer has become firmly convinced that the 
latter is the most scriptural and therefore the 
true view. Among other things a recent study in 
the sermon on the mount which I have been teach- 
ing in a class in Bible in the Junior College here 
in Ellisville, Miss., has caused me to adopt that 
view. Let us look at it for a brief moment. 


Who is the Christ Who preached the sermon? 
To answer that fully, we would have to study 
the whole Gospel of Matthew in particular and 
the entire Bible in general. We cannot do that 
here, but we can look at the three verses from 
Matthew which preceded the sermon and observe 
a great deal. According to these verses, Christ 
launched on a ministry from Capernaum of 
teaching, preaching, and healing. He was One with 
Supernatural powers for He went about, “heal- 
ing all manner of diseases and all manner of 
sickness.”’ He could deliver those who were epi- 
leptic and demon possessed. It is interesting to me 
that Jesus began His preaching in Capernaum. 
The city at that time was in the despised region 
of the country of Israel. It was known as “Galilee 
of the Gentiles.” As we read the message of Jesus 
to Capernaum we see that it was not a message 
of how to obtain better social conditions, but a 
message to bring them to God. His coming no 
doubt did better the social conditions, but ‘hat 
came about only as an indirect result of His 
primary purpose. Who was the Christ Who then 
opened His mouth and taught them? He was the 
One who had the power not only to preach the 
doctrine of absolute truth but Who also could 
actually operate upon the lives of the people so as 
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of our brochure, “‘Stained Glass.’ 

We can also meet all your needs 

in church furnishings, including 

, engrossed Books of Remembrance. 


HITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC 
Wi ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

to make them live and do the doctrine which 
He taught. 

What was the message of the Sermon on the 
Mount? To answer this fully we would have to 
make a study of the entire three Chapters, but 
since we cannot do that we make only a brief re- 
mark about the beatitudes. It seems clear when 
we examine these beloved words of our Lord that 
He is teaching the central truth that character is 
supreme. Deal with men as to what they are 
first, then you touch all other things in his life. 
The beatitudes are expressions of states of being. 
“Blessed ARE the poor .. .” Blessed ARE they 
that mourn .. .” etc. Jesus is teaching that the 
world can only be truly blessed when the char- 
acter of the population becomes in character as 
the sermon sets forth. But here is the remark- 
able thing, Jesus preached this sermon and He 
is the only Person who has the power to make the 
people be in truth what the sermon demands. 
The message of the Sermon on the Mount will 
effect the social order of the world most radically 
if the world will live up to it, but the world can 
only live up to it as the power of the living Christ, 
the preacher of the sermon, gives the grace to 
live it. It stands to reason, therefore, that since 
no leader in the church today has the power to 
transform the lives of men except Christ Hinm- 
self, that because this is true it cannot be the 
primary care of the church to solve the social 
problems of the world. The transformation of the 
world can of a necessity belong to God alone. The 
Message of the Church, then, is a witness, 3 
proclamation of the Gospel. 


Let the church today remain true to her Divine 
Calling and we will see the world in social and 
economic fields transformed as God Himself sees 
fit to use us and His message through us. 
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Not only Graded—but — CLOSELY GRADED 


Through Lessons Prepared for Each Age Level 


* CHRIST CENTERED 
*% MODERN IN METHODS 
* ALL BIBLE and ALL OF THE BIBLE 


* SCIENTIFIC 


* NOT DATED 


The purpose of this fine Sunday School lesson series is to present the Gospel of Christ 
to each grade level and give a comprehensive knowledge of the Bible. 


There is no waste of material because lessons are not dated. Use 


left-over books next year with a new class. 


HENRIETTA C. MEARS 


tion outlining the content of Gospel Light Series 
of Sunday School Lessons. 


, * General Sunday School Catalog 





Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Feb. 20: Jesus 
Chooses The Twelve 


Scripture: Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20; 
i Luke 6:12-16. Devotional Reading: Luke 
1-11. 


Jesus chose His twelve Disciples that they might 
“catch men” instead of “catching fish.” Jesus was 
a “Man-fancier.”” There are men who have a 
“fancy’ for stamps, or dogs, or fine horses, or 
rare paintings, or gems. They collect these vari- 
ous “things,’ spend money and time and energy 
on their different “hobbies.” 


Our Lord and Savior spent all of His time and 
energy and agony of mind and soul trying to 
collect men. Was He wise? He that is wise win- 
neth souls, and turning the verse around, he 
that winneth souls is wise. Jesus put a high valu- 
ation on men. How much is a man better than a 
sheep? What will it profit a man if he gain the 


whole world and lose his soul, (or himself). I 
am come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
What was it that was lost? Not the cattle on a 
thousand hills, or the gold in those hills, but thou- 
sands of precious men and women, who like sheep 
have gone astray and are scattered over the 
hills and valleys. 


He knew that His time here on earth was short; 
that the opposition would grow; that the hatred 
and jealousy of the scribes and Pharisees would 
increase and bear its terrible fruit. He knew that 
Gethsemane, and Pilate’s Judgment Hall and Cal- 
vary were ahead of Him, and that He was going 
back to His Father. 


But the work must go on; the Good News of 
Salvation must be carried to the uttermost part 
of the earth. Who were to “carry on” when His 
part of the Plan was finished? He had to select 
and prepare men to be His “sent ones” as well as 
His “chosen ones.” 
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He states His purpose very clearly in Mark 
3:13-14; “And He appointed twelve, to be with 
Him, and to be sent out to preach and have au- 
thority to cast out demons.” They were to be (1) 
Disciples; those who follow and learn, and (2) 
Apostles; those who are sent to preach. 

T 


I. The Call and Appointing of the Disciples, 
or Apostles. 


1. In the first selection, (Matthew 4:18-22 and 
Mark 1:16-20) we have the call of four of the 
disciples who were fishermen: Andrew and Peter, 
James and John. (The call of Levi is found in 
Mark 2:13-14). In John’s Gospel we have the 
account of an earlier meeting with these four 
men, and the part Andrew and John played in 
getting their brothers to Jesus; also the call of 
Philip and his bringing Nathaniel to Christ. 


Jesus promises these fishermen that they will 
become ‘“‘fishers-of-men.”’ 


He chose men in ordinary walks of life, passing 
by the Scribes, Pharisees, Chief Priests, and Doc- 
tors of the Law, and all those in places of power 
or authority, even rich men like Nicodemus and 
Joseph. Paul has this to say: not many rich or wise 
or powerful are called, for God has chosen the 
weak things of the world to confound the mighty 
“and base things of the world, and things which 


are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things 
which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 
that no flesh should glory in his presence.” (See! 
Cor. 1:26-31). 


This has often been the case since that time. 
When God wanted a great Evangelist who could 
shake all America and England, He did not choose 
one of the dozens of learned and eloquent preach- 
ers of these countries, but an obscure clerk in 4 


shoe store in Chicago, and sent out D. L. Moody 
on his Mission. 


2. In the second two selections, (Mark 3:13-19 
and Luke 6:12-16) we have the choosing of the 
Twelve Apostles. Luke tells us that He spent all 
of the preceding night in prayer, before he made 
this choice. It was a momentous decision and he 
wanted to talk with his Father. Would it not be 
better for us if we spent some nights in prayer 
before some of our decisions? How often we make 
mistakes in judgment because we forget to pray; 
or do not pray long enough. 


There are several striking and well-known facts 
in connection with the list. One is that Peter is 
always mentioned first, and Judas last, the words 
“who also betrayed Him,” or their equivalent, 
being attached to Judas’ name. They seem to g? 
in pairs, at least to some extent: Simon and At 
drew, James and John. 











Feb. 1, 1949 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Il. The Double Purpose of their call; as stated 
by Mark in 3:138-19: “To be with Him” and “To 
be sent out,” corresponding to their names, “Dis- 
ciples”, “Apostles.” 


1. The First Purpose was one of PREPARA- 
TION. They were “ignorant and unlearned men’; 
they had neither College or Seminary training; no 
“School of the Prophets’’; nor were they “sons of 
the prophets.” 


But for three years they were to have the great- 
est privilege and opportunity ever vouchsafed to 
men—to sit at the feet of Jesus and learn of Him; 
to attend for these three. years the greatest 
School, College, University, or Seminary ever 
established on earth. This was a far greater privi- 
lege than that of attending Oxford, Harvard, Yale, 
or all of them combined, for there has never been 
any other teacher equal to our Lord. 


Two privileges, indeed, were theirs: (1) To 
learn from, and (2) Listen to Him. 


(1) They were to Learn from Him as _ their 
Great Example; to live day by day in the presence 
of the only Perfect Man since Adam was created; 
to live each day in the presence of God Incarnate. 
Now, some teachers have splendid characters; some 
pleasing personalities; some’ peculiar gifts; some, 
however, are not even good men. But these men 
were to live with Jesus, “‘be with Him,” for more 
than three years. Someone said of George White- 
field, that you could not live with him without be- 
coming a Christian. This is, of course, an exaggera- 
tion, but the influence of a good man is tre- 
mendous. Think of having the influence of the 
Son of God thrown around you for three years! 
And, strange to say, Judas was not changed by 
that Godlike influence. 


(2) They were to Listen to Him, the Greatest 
Teacher of all, for never man spake like This Man. 
There is something in the VOICE of a great 
teacher that compels our attention. The Sermon 
on the Mount makes wonderful reading: they 
heard Him speak it. The Parable of the Prodigal 
is the most: beautiful Story in Literature, as some 
think; they heard Him tell it the first time. Tears 
come as we read the fourteenth chapter of John 
and our hearts are strangely moved as we see those 
marvellous words: they heard the tender tones of 
His voice'as He told them about His Father’s 
House and their welcome. The hearts of the two 
disciples “burned within them” as they listened. 
Did not the hearts of all these men often burn 
within them as they listened? 


“They took knowledge of them that they had 
been with Jesus.” These words from Acts may 
mean only that they had been His companions, but 
we know that their “being with Jesus” was an 
unmatched opportunity. If any twelve men were 
ever truly “educated,” these men were. 


2. The Second Purpose was PROCLAMATION. 
Peter and John said, “we cannot but speak the 
things we have seen and heard.’”’ The Twelve were 
to be “Apostles’—‘“‘Sent Men’—Witnesses for 
Him, to Proclaim to the world the Good News, 
As the Father sent Me, so have I sent you. They 
Were Prepared in order that they might Proclaim. 
Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature. 


_Ul. A Very Plain Application. If we are Chris- 
tians, we have been “called of Jesus Christ, and 


~ 


Page 23 


b> have answered His call as the early disciples 
1d, 


What is the Purpose of our Calling; our “high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus?” 


First, To be with Him; to sit at His feet and 
listen to His voice; to yield ourselves unto Him; 
to become truly His “disciples.” We must have 
fellowship with Him. We must “abide in Him.” 
We must take His yoke upon us and learn of Him. 
We must spend much time in prayer, and in listen- 
ing to Him Who speaks to us from Heaven. We 


must “take time to be holy, speak oft with our 
Lord.” 


_Second, we are sent by Him into a world of 
lost men and women to Proclaim the Good News 
to them. We are here on business for our King. 
Every Christian is a Missionary, and Apostle, in 
one sense. Are we good witnesses? Are we real 
“ambassadors” beseeching men to be reconciled 
to God? Are we genuine “Letters of recommen- 
dation,” telling the truth to the world? 





Lesson For Feb. 27: The 
Standards Of The Kingdom 


Scripture:. Matthew 5 - 7. Devotional Reading: 
Matthew 13:44-53. 


Several verses from the Sermon on the Mount 
would seem to indicate in a general way the Na- 
ture of its Standards. “Think not that I am come 
to destroy (abolish) the law, or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” “For I say 
unto you, That except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” (Dr. Shearer calls this the “Text” of 
the Sermon” “What do ye more than others’? 
(This is a good measuring rod) “Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect.’ (This is a better one). “But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
(Our relation to God) “Therefore all things what- 
soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them: for this is’ the law and the 
prophets.” (Our relation to men—the Golden 
Rule). 


We boast that our “Standard of Living” is high 
in this favored country of America. We should 
expect “The Standards of the Kingdom” to be 
High; and they are. 


I. Standards of Citizenship: or the character 
and value of the citizens of the Kingdom: 5:1-16. 


1. The Beatitudes 3-11. Each of these starts 
with the word “blessed,” or Happy. This is fol- 
lowed by some characteristic of the person and a 
promise to that sort of person, for righteousness, 
the Merciful, the Pure in heart, the Peacemakers, 
the Persecuted and Reviled. At first glance it does 
not seem possible for such people to be Happy, 
or Blessed. The Promises to them are very rich 
and full: Comfort, Inheritance, Satisfaction, 
Mercy, “See God,” Called the Sons of God, the 
Kingdom of heaven. 


2. The Value of these to the World, although 
treated shamefully by the world. 


(1) The Salt of the earth. What keeps this world 
from utter decay? Conditions are bad, but suppose 
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there were no Christians here? If this were the 
case would not the words of Paul apply; “God 
gave them up”? If ten righteous persons could 
have saved Sodom, are not the real Christians 
preserving this old world and giving it a chance 
to repent? 


.“If the salt has lost its taste.””’ Here is a verse 
to make us pause and “consider our ways.” Can 
we not explain conditions in Russia—its atheistic 
attitude, and general scorn of Christianity—by the 
fact that the old Church in Russia had lost its 
taste; was no longer able to preserve even the 
respect of the masses? The world becomes dis- 
gusted with a corrupt Church, and the Great Head 
of the Church has to “remove its candlestick.” 
Laodicean Churches make Communistic and Athe- 
istic Countries. 


(2) The Light of the world. The whole world is 
lost in the darkness of sin; the Light of the world 
is Jesus. But we reflect and transmit this light to 
the men around us. Are we putting our light under 
“bushels,” or letting it shine where it is needed? 
Let us remember, however, that this shining is not 
for our glory, but for the glory of God. Movie 
“stars” shine for their own sake; heavenly stars 
shine for the glory of their Creator. 


II. Standards of Law, or Laws of the Kingdom: 
5:17-48. (These divisions are used for convenience, 
and often overlap). 


1. They are laws of the Inner Man; internal 
and spiritual. Law is important, but if law de- 
generates into a mere outward observance with- 
out any inner effects, or if Traditions of men take 
the place of the laws of God, the law is weakened 
and becomes. of little value: he who does and 
teaches them will be called great, while he who 
relaxes one of the least will be called least. The 
Pharisees and Scribes had put their “traditions” 
ahead of God’s Law, and had stressed the letter 
of the law rather than the spirit. 


Jesus uses several illustrations: (1) “Ye shall 
not kill.” This law goes much deeper than the 
overt act; to be angry with our brother is the be- 
ginning of murder, and is liable to judgment in 
the sight of God. The feeling in the heart is the 
forerunner of the actual crime. (2) Adultery begins 
when the desire springs up in the heart. (8) 
Swearing is far more common than we think; 
better stick to “Yes” and “No” without adding 
other words. (4) “An eye for an eye.” We must 
not make a judicial decision our rule of conduct 
towards our fellowmen. 


2. Laws of Love. The Jews, in their narrowness, 
had added to the original law. God had said, “‘Love 
thy neighbor”; they added, “and hate thine 
enemy.” Jesus strips this law of its human ad- 
dition, and then enlarges upon its meaning. “What 
do ye more than others”? Men of the world love 
those who love them. Our righteousness must ex- 
ceed the external self-righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees; it must be internal, God-given 
righteousness motivated by LOVE. 


III. Standards of Life, or Life in the Kingdom: 
6:1-7:12. (Again, these divisions are not very 
clear and marked, and are used for convenience). 


Life in the Kingdom must be more than “prac- 
ticing your piety before men in order to be seen 
of them.” We are afraid that a lot of modern, as 
well as ancient “piety”, is of this nature. We may 
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easily have a “form of godliness” but none of its 
“power” to transform life. 














Why do we give to some worthy cause? Do we 
want the praise of men? Why is it so much easier 
to get large donations to some great institution 
than small ones to some very needy, but obscure 
and unknown mission point? It was common knowl- 
edge during the War that some men would buy 
large amounts of bonds and win the applause of 
others for being very patriotic, and then cash them 
in so that they could be at the head of the list 
when another “drive” came. 











Do we spend more time in Private Prayer than 
in Public Prayer? This is a pertinent question for 
all those who have to lead in public prayer. The 
time spent behind “shut doors’ is the time that 
counts. 


Is our praying just “empty phrases” or do we 
put heart and soul into it? Real Prayer is “lifting 
up the soul to God.” To repeat some pet phrase 
is very much like “counting beads” or grinding 
out prayers on a “prayer machine” or using a 
“prayer wheel” as the heathen in India. 


Is our fasting genuine, or make-believe? Do we 
do without a little meat once in a while, and 
substitute something else we like even better? 
















Is our treasure on earth or in heaven? 





Is our eye single, or like the lights on our cars 
which have gotten out of focus and shine out in 
the woods instead of along the road? 






Are we trying to serve two masters: God and 
gold? 






Are our lives spent in anxiety and worry? A 
worrying Christian is not a very good witness for 
Christ. If we are seeking first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, then these “things” will be 
given to us, for God, our Father knows that we 
have need of “things.” 










Are we too critical of others, seeking to cor- 
rect their faults when ours are greater? Let us 
be sure that the “log” is out of our eye before we 
bother too much about the “speck” in our broth- 
er’s eye. 









Is our life one of constant asking, seeking, 
knocking, so that God can bestow His rich gifts 
ppen us and make our lives what they ought to 

e 


IV. Standards of Entrance, or How to Enter 
the Kingdom: 7:13-27. 


1. “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is 
wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruc 
tion, and those who enter by it are many.” (R. 
S.V.). It is no trouble to sail down stream, or run 
a car down hill. “For the gate is narrow and the 
way is hard, that leads to life, and those who find 
it are few.” 


2. Follow the Right Guides. False prophets are 
numerous and cleverly disguised. A ravening 
“wolf” may be dressed in the best of evening 
clothes. In these modern days of “rackets’’ religion 
is a fertile field for making profit out of the souls 
of men. “By their fruits ye shall know them.” 


3. Do the Will of our Father: Repent; Believe; 
Obey; (This is His will). 


4. Build on the Rock. Other foundation can n0 
man lay: build on Christ. 
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- Explain The Trinity? 
Introduction 
a The answer to the question of the topic title 
oO © must of course be in the negative. The human 
he & ind, with all its wonderful powers and possibili- 
at ties, is yet under some limitations—of understand- 
ing and of expression. Only God could completely 
we “explain” the Trinity, and only God could under- 
ng stand the “explanation.” 
se 
ng This, however, is not to say that the thinking 
a Christian should not even attempt to understand 
' the Trinity. The Trinity—the relationship between 
God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit—is a truth to be 
we believed because the Bible makes certain state- 
nd & ments setting forth the deity—the ‘God-ness”— 
! of God, Christ, the Holy Spirit. The doctrine of 
the Trinity, as men have undertaken to state it, is 
men’s attempt to set out in logical statement the 
ars — inter-relationship between certain Bible statements 
in | about God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 
The subject before us this week, therefore, is 
and & one that we should approach with great humility, 
and with the prayer that God will be our Teacher. 
With careful effort and with such an attitude, the 
A & fact of the Trinity will come to be at least some- 
bee what clearer to us, and much dearer to us. 
0 
| be True-False Test 
we 
If the true-false test on the Trinity and God’s 
Sovereignty, suggested by “Presbyterian Youth,” 
cor- @ has not been presented previously, part of it might 
, US & be presented in the early part of tonight’s meet- 
) we & ing, to get some idea of the progress the young 
oth- & people have made up to this time in their own 
individual thinking about the Trinity. 
Ts Presbyterian Youth suggests three sets of Scrip- 
te ture references for reading by those present: 
1. On God before Christ was born—John 8:42- 
inter 58; 12:45; Genesis 1:1; Psalm 96:1-5; Isaiah 55:6- 
8; Deuteronomy 6:4; James 2:19. 
te 8 2. On God when Christ came—John 1:14-18; 
a 5:17-29; 10:30; Matthew 11:27. 
the 8. On God after Christ came—Acts 2:1-4; I 
p~ John 5:7; Matthew 28:19. These passages will 
mn bring freshly before the group much of the basic 
material on the topic. 
3 are . 
ning Also, someone should have at hand a copy of 
ning | ‘he Westminster Shorter Catechism, and read 
igion @ Westions and answers numbers 5 and 6. Con- 
souls  Sidered together, these two questions and answers 
” Will help to give a balanced understanding: that 
._.. | here is but one God and that there are in this 
lieve; Godhead three persons, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, 
these three constituting just one God, and each 
in no Person” along with the others being of the same 





substance and equal in power and glory. 











A Practical Application 


Perhaps one of the greatest values to come out 
of the topic discussion this week is the emphasis to 
our minds and hearts that God is God, that Jesus 
Christ is God, that the Holy Spirit is God. To 
recognize the fact that each of these quite defi- 
nitely is God—whether or not we can explain 
their relationship in the Trinity—will.do some 


definite things for our thinking and our daily 
living. 


Perhaps we do not raise much question about 
“God the Father” being God. Yet, we need to let 
this stupendous fact take definite and vital hold 
upon us. There are, you know, some persons who 
say there is no God at all, or that they cannot 
know whether there is a God or not. These per- 
sons, atheists and agnostics, seem to take a de- 
light in declaring their unbelief and in trying to 
get others into the same leaky boat with them- 
selves. What advantage does one gain if he proves 
to himself that there is no God. No man is able 
of his own wisdom and strength to cope with the 
universe and with the world of life about him; 
why, then, should he want to reject One who is 
able and anxious to help him. Many many persons 
have found this One to be the very helper they 
need and they are glad to believe that He is and 
that He helps them day by day. After all, the 
personal acquaintance, the loving fellowship, which 
many many persons have each day with God, is 
to them a vital thing. It began with believing the 
Scriptures and with observing evidences of God 
in the universe, but it has come to be a living, 
breathing, day by day “walking by the way,” 
and no atheist or agnostic can take away from 
them this living fellowship. : 


A great controversy still rages about the God- 
ness of Jesus Christ. Of course, the very title, 
“Jesus Christ,’ is an acknowledgment of His deity, 
for “Jesus Christ” is the same as “Jesus the 
Messiah,” and the Messiah promised to the Jews 
was to be God in the flesh. The “Unitarians,” who 
deny the God-ness of Jesus, are making strong 
efforts to promote their infidelity. They claim in 
some of their publicity material, that they are 
“not so much concerned about getting men into 
heaven as about getting heaven into men.” Getting 
heaven into men is doubtless a good thing, but 
those who have no Christ who is God have no way 
for getting men into heaven. Let us be glad that 
we are “Trinitarians,” who believe that Jesus (as 
well as the Holy Spirit) is included in the God- 
head. Jesus claimed identity with God (John 
10:30—read this out loud). John in beginning his 
gospel, tells us that “the Word” (Jesus) was 
present and functioning at the creation. Moses 
(Genesis 1:1) tells us God created the heavens 
and the earth; John tells us (1:1:3) that all things 
were made by “the Word,” that the Word was 
with God and the Word was God. Because Jesus 
was and is God, we have “a Savior who is Christ 
the Lord,” sufficient to pay our sin-debt to God 
-_ open for us the way into the very presence of 

od. 


The King James Bible translators, in 1611, said 
(Romans 8:16), “the Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit . . .” Such statements have led us 
to speak of the Holy Spirit as “it.”” The reading 
is corrected in our American Revised Version to, 
“the Spirit himself beareth witness . . .” Moses 
tells us that “the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the water” when the universe was being 
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made and brought it into organized form. Jesus told 
His disciples (John 15:26) that in going away 
from them He would send to them from the Father 
a Comforter, even the Spirit of truth, who pro- 
ceeds from the Father. How wonderful it is 
to know that the Christian has the opportunity 
to have with him day by day a Comforter who is 
more than a mere human being? Our fellowmen 
try to help us when we need comfort and en- 
couragement, but are limited by their inability to 
do for us all that we need done. But the Holy 
Spirit, being God, is able to provide superhuman 
help for us. He is the Spirit of truth, He will take 
the things of God and reveal them unto us. 


Let us sing tonight some of the great Christian 
hymns that tell us about God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Such hymns as, 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,” “Guide 
me, O Thou Great Jehovah,” “All hail the power 
of Jesus’ Name,” “Holy Spirit, faithful Guide, 
ever near the Christian’s side.” And let our joy 
in the fact of the Trinity buoy us up in our daily 
living and in our Christian service! 





Feb. 27: Topic - “Is God 
Always Ruler?” 


Introduction 


We need to distinguish between two “interpre- 
tations” of the question in the topic. Basically, of 
course God always is Ruler. If our “definition” 
of God is adequate, if it is in accord with 
Scripture teaching, then that God is and must be 
Ruler of the universe. Any lesser understanding 
of His power and control would give us some- 
thing less than the God of the Scriptures. More 
vital in our own lives is the question as to whether 
or not we always acknowledge God as the Ruler 
—the ruler of the universe and the ruler in our 
own lives. For the Christian, the answer to the 
question of the topic must be in the affirmative, 
both as to the fact of God’s sovereignty and as to 
our recognition of that sovereignty. 


“What Is God?” 


Our Westminster Shorter Catechism phrases in 
this way its Question No. 4. Its “Answer” indi- 
cates that the question might better have read, 
“Who is God?” For the answer is, “God is a 
Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his 
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, 
and truth.” (In reecnt years, our Southern Pres- 


byterian General Assembly amended this answer 
by adding “and love” at the end of the statement. 
Many felt this unnecessary, believing that God’s 
‘love’ is included in his ‘goodness.’) The phrasing 
of the answer (prior to the amendment) is said 
to have come from the words of a prayer by the 
Rev. George Gillespie in the Westminster As. 
sembly in 1948, which his associates felt expressed 
just the thing they had wanted to say as they 
tried to state their understanding of Scripture 
teaching about God. 


This “definition” tells us three facts about God: 
that He is infinite, without limitation, that He is 
eternal, without beginning or end, and that He is 
unchangeable, what He always has been He is now 
and always will be. These three characteristics 
are said in our Catechism—which we believe is a 
good statement about the Scripture teaching—to 
be true about God’s “being, wisdom, power, holi- 
ness, justice, goodness, truth, and love.” 


It is against the background of such an under- 
standing of Who is it we have in mind in speaking 
of God, that the topic for tonight is to be con- 
sidered: “Is God Always Ruler?” 


God’s Soveirgnty 


God is “infinite in His power.” And God is 
eternal and unchangeable. That seems to indicate 
rather clearly that He always is Ruler. To project 
the idea of God in the sense in which the Scrip- 
tures speak of Him, is to admit the fact of His 
rulership, yesterday, today, and forever. 


Probably most of those who admit the fact of 
God in the Scripture sense, do not question the 
fact of His continuing rulership. But many of the 
experiences of our every-day lives are difficult to 
explain against a background of a continuing 
sovereignty on the part of a God who is wise and 
powerful and good. 


The old, old “problem of evil” is difficult to ex- 
plain against such a background. Why will a good 
God permit the existence of evil? Why doesn’t 
God just put away -the evil we see, do it by His 
own power, and not “depend” upon man to do 
this (a poor “dependence,” we must admit)? No 
one has ever been able to solve this problem. 


The problem of our losses and sorrows is diffi- 
cult to explain against the background of a power 
ful and good God. Why did the man’s wife die, 
leaving him with a newborn baby? Why did that 
fine young woman lose her fine young lover, both 
of them growing Christians, greatly needed i 
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the world? Why did He take away the lovely son 
of two parents who had tried to teach him about 
God and inspire him to give his life to Christ and 
in God’s service anywhere God wanted him to go? 
Why is it that Chiang Kai-shek, who came out 
| of heathenism to give his heart to Christ under the 
guidance of a Christian missionary from America, 
fnds the going so hard in his land today, as a 
godless Communism threatens to sweep the land 
and close out the Christian mission, while ‘“Chris- 
tian” America “‘passes by on the other side” and 
members of the Christian church in America join 
with newspaper columnists and radio blah-blah in 
aiding and abetting the Communist cause by see- 
ing nothing but evil in Chiang’s valiant under- 
taking for God and country? 


To human minds there seems to be no answer to 
such “riddles.”” Yet, somehow Christian men and 
women are going on trusting God, and finding 
strength and comfort in spite of their puzzling and 
unanswered questions about these things that are of 
so much concern. Many have found, as a dear 
missionary did when a child was born afflicted, “I 
learned that I must trust and not question.” 


Two Great Columns 


All such questions bear not only upon God’s 
Sovereignty but also upon “Man’s Free Agency.” 
They are tied up with the doctrine of “predestina- 
tion” and that of man’s responsibility. It has been 
said that predestination is a doctrine for the 
saved. For the unsaved, “the wages of sin is death.” 
The gift of God is eternal life for those who have 
accepted Christ as their Savior. God will take 
care of the matter of predestination; He puts upon 
man the responsibility for accepting Christ as 
Savior. “Whosoever will may come.” 


Someone has tried to “explain” or illustrate 
the relationship of God’s sovereignty and Man’s 
Free Agency by picturing two great columns, side 
by side, stretching upward. As far as the human 
eye can follow them, they are still parallel and 
separate, but who can say that at some point be- 
yond man’s vision they do not merge. Thus it may 
be with these two doctrines, each taught in the 
Scriptures, that God is sovereign and that man is 
“free” and accountable for his choices. 


Take Heart 


The fact that God is always Ruler is “not a 
terror to good works but to evil.” The Christian 
can rejoice in His continuing sovereignty. We 
can, as Christians, always be sure that God cares, 
that He knows what is best for us, that He is able 
to bring about the accomplishment of all His holy 
will. Whenever we are in trouble, He is at hand 
to help; whenever we are in sorrow, He is at hand 
to comfort and assure. 


We would not really have it any other way, 
when we think realistically. If God had to depend 
upon the whims of ourselves or others, where 
Would we ande others be? How many persons 
could agree on whether or not it should rain to- 
morrow. The farmer may want the rain, the base- 
ball club may want fair weather. Some may want 
Tain next Sunday so they will have (they think) 
an excuse for not going to church; the minister 
may want fair weather so his delicate members 
can venture out to church. 


_If God has not made sure about our eternal 
salvation, and (as some say) we must choose 
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Christ, we must choose to choose to choose Christ, 
are we likely in our unsaved condition to choose 
to choose Him? Must God wait around, before mak- 
ing His plans, to see what this person and that 
person will decide to do about life or eternity? 


Yes, God is always Ruler. Yet, somehow, He 
does not force us against our own wills. He calls 
upon us to accept Christ as Savior and make Him 
the Lord and Master of our lives, to seek God’s 
will for our lives rather than our own wills. He 
is Ruler in the universe. We shall be happy as we 
acknowledge His control over us, as we live in the 
attitude, “Lord, what wilt THOU have me to do?” 
“This is our Father’s world” and we as His obedient 
and loving children, will prosper as we live in 
daily recognition of that glorious truth! 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





Church Woman’s Calendar 
February 1949 


February 1-6: Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for Foreign Missions. (The week opened Janu- 

ary 30). 

February 13: Race Relations Sunday. 

February 20: Day of Prayer for Schools and Col- 
leges. 

February 20-27: Presbyterian Survey Week. 

Circle Study: “The General Epistles,” with month- 
ly emphasis, Christian Relations. 

Suggested Bible Reading: Hebrews, James, I and 
II Peter, I, II, and III John, Jude. 

General Meeting Topic: ‘“‘Learning the Uses of 
Money” with special emphasis on Christian mean- 
ing of Stewardship. 

After February 15: New literature for 1949-1950 
available from Committee on Woman’s work, 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Ga. 





The World Day Of Prayer 


The World Day of Prayer has been said to be 
the most significant day on the Christian calendar 
for uniting Church women around the world. On 
March 4 of this year prayer will again girdle the 
globe. Services will begin in New Zealand, west of 
the date line, and continue throughout the day, 
closing with the observance on St. Lawrence Island, 
east of the date line. 


Each year sees new groups added to the chain 
of prayer which encircles the world. There were 
approximately 13,000 observances in the United 
States alone last year. That number should be in- 
creased this year. In every community a service 
should be held. These are usually planned by the 
local Council of Church Women or by representa- 
tives of denominations working together. Presby- 
terian women are urged to take the lead where 
no service is yet planned and in cooperation with 
other church women, arrange a service in their 
community. 


The very fine program for the World Day of 
Prayer in 1949 presents the theme: “The Lord Is 
Thy Keeper.” It is significant having been sug- 
gested by Dr. Doris Hsu, acting president of Hwa 
Nan College, Foochow, China. Copies of the pro- 
gram are available from the Committee on Woman’s 
Work; price 5c each; also the Call to Prayer at 
10c per 100. Order material needed immediately. 
Orders received after February 15, are not guar- 
anteed to be filled. 





An Experience In 
Personal Work 


The man, about forty years old, with steel gray 
hair, tall, and eyes that seemed to speak as well 
as his lips, approached us on the street a few days 
ago and remarked casually: “But for God using 
you in my behalf I would be in hell this moment.” 








This man four years ago was an alcoholic, and 
the worst case I have ever seen. He had been 
abandoned by his own people as hopeless. We first 
met him at a filling station and noted his sad 
plight. He said he did not have a friend on earth. 
I protested that this was not true, that I was his 
friend and while I had no power to help him | 
should like to introduce him to One who is the 
friend of sinners. Then we presented Christ who 
could give him victory over the fierce storms of 
passion which had for many years swept unop- 
posed over his soul. 


He seemed interested and a few days later 
visited me in my study. These visits grew more 
often, mostly at night so no one could see him 
come and go. We prayed with him and presented 
the precious promises of the Gospel of God’s Grace. 
These meetings lasted sometimes till one and two 
o’clock in the morning. Yet he continued to drink 
and refused to surrender his will to Christ. One 
morning the phone rang and when I answered it 
I recognized the voice of my alcoholic friend. 
Said he: “I am at such and such a drug store. | 
have just taken enough poison to kill a dozen 
men. I am tired of this awful battle. I am getting 
out of it all. Hell can be no worse than the 
suffering I am now enduring, and too, I will cease 
to be a burden to you. Since you are the only 
person who cares what happens to me I want you 
to come and be with me while I am dying.” I 
rushed to the designated place, ignoring stop 
lights and speed laws. There the poor fellow sat 
on the side walk leaning against the building, still 
clutching the bottle from which he drank the 
deadly poison. At the hospital we prayed while 
the staff worked frantically not only to save the 
physical life but that the spirit might have an- 
other chance. Our patient cursed the Doctor and 
blasphemed God while the battle continued to save 
his life. God was merciful, the man recovered, 
and one night, months later, as he and I kneeled 
in prayer he surrendered his heart to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and promised Him that he would 
serve Him if He would take away the desire for 
strong drink. He also promised the Lord that he 
would give Him all the praise and tell others who 
had delivered him. God, as always, was true to 
His word and this man has not tasted alcohol in 
more than four years, and never will again, for 
he is living a victorious Christian life and de- 
lights to give his Lord the credit for his escape 
from the living hell of an alcoholic and the eternal 
hell which awaited him and toward which he had 
moved over a Christless path even to the brink. 
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Church News 
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Dr. J. P. McCallie Gets 
Kiwanis Honor 


Educator Is Chosen To Receive 
Annual Award For Service 
To His Community 
THIRD WINNER IN FAMILY 
Lauded For Placing Human 
Values First—Religious, 
Youth Work Cited 


Chattanooga, Tenn.—Dr. J. Park McCallie, head- 
master of McCallie School and civic leader, was 
chosen to receive the Kiwanis Service Award, a 
coveted honor conferred annually for outstanding 
community contributions. 





Allen Jordan, chairman of the club awards 
committee, announced Dr. McCallie as the re- 
cipient and the committee recommendation was 
unanimously approved by Kiwanians at their week- 
ly meeting at Hotel Patten. 


The widely known educator and Presbyterian 
lay leader “was given the recognition not for a 
year’s outstanding service but for service rendered 
to this city and its citizens throughout most of 
of his life,” Jordan said. He added: 


“He is known to most every one of you for who 
he is and what he has done for this community. He 
is the third member of his family to receive this 
honor.” (The others were his brothers, the late 
Rev. Tom McCallie and Dr. Spencer J. McCallie.) 


“He embodies to a rare degree the first object 
of Kiwanis International, ‘to give primacy to the 
human and spiritual rather than the material value 
of life’ He is not a captain of industry nor a 
man of much wealth, but he has made great con- 
tribution by the investment of his life in the in- 
terest of the youth of this city, and in the many 
phases of religious activity, local, national, foreign 
and international religious enterprises. 





Conferences Of The General 


Assembly 
To Be Held In Montreat, N. C. 


Summer Of 1949 


Educational Conference: June 22, evening - June 
28, noon. 

Woman’s Training School: June 29, evening - July 
6, evening. 

Young Adults, Directors of Religious Education 
and Sunday School Superintendents: July 7, 
evening - July 11, noon. 

Adult Leadership School: July 12, evening - July 
21, noon. 

Men-of-the-Church: July 22, evening - July 26, 
noon, 
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School of Evangelism: July 27, evening - August 
4, morning. 

Young People’s Leadership School: July 27, eve- 
ning - August 4, morning. 


Foreign Mission: August 5, evening - August 11, 
noon. 


Home Mission: August 11, evening - August 17, 
noon. 


Institute of Theology: August 18, evening - Au- 
gust 28. 


Stated Clerks: August 23 and 24. 
Ministers’ Wives’ Forum: August 22 - August 26. 
For detailed information or reservations at As- 


sembly Inn, College Hall, World Fellowship Build- 


ing and Chapman Home, write to: Montreat Hotels, 
Montreat, N. C. 


It is the policy of the montreat Hotels that a 
deposit of $5.00 per person accompany each re- 
quest for reservation. This deposit will not be re- 
funded unless notices of cancellation is received 30 
days prior to date of reservation. 


For Rental of Cottages at Montreat apply to 
the Mountain Retreat Association, Montreat, N. C. 


Guest Houses In Montreat 
Write directly to the one listed below for rates 
and reservations. 


Hamilton Lodge: Mrs. Charles T. Hamilton, Gaff- 
ney, S. C 


Glen Rock Inn: Mrs. C. T. Welch, Bishopville, S. C. 
Merrick Place: Miss Ruth Merrick, Montreat, N. C. 
Geneva Hall: Mrs. R. T. Coit, Montreat, N. C. 


South Carolina Home: Mrs. M. R. Kirkpatrick, 
Goodwater, Ala. 


—< Cottage: Mrs. H. W. Burwell, Montreat, 


Umarest: Mrs. Annie Godwin, Godwin, N. C. 
Florida Home: Mrs. A. A. McLeod, Bartow, Fila. 


Cottage Comfy: Mrs. A. H. Wherry, Route No. 4, 
Chester, S. C. 


Bridges Lodge: Mrs. B. C. Crawford, Box 61, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. 





Contributions Received 


Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
to the General Assembly’s Training School for Lay 
Workers, Inc., Richmond, Va. 


For The Month Of December 


1948 1947 
$ 3,789.18 $ 2,286.48 


1948 1947 
$39,232.85 $26,003.38 





RADIO RECEIPTS 
Apr. 1, 1948 - Dec. 31, 1948 


Cause: 1948—49 1947—48 Increase 
Benevolences ... $25,744.05 $18,761.45 $ 6,982.60 
Special Gifts ... 2,409.27 15.00 2,454.27 


Total 9 Mos .... $28,213.32 $18,776.45 $ 9,436.87 
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You, too, Can Experience 
HIS PRESENCE 


You can make this Lenten and 
Easter season a time of spiritual 
advance for yourself and for your 
loved ones. You can give Easter a 
meaning that will go with you 
throughout life. 


Alone, or within your family circle, 
give some time each day to Bible 
reading, prayer and meditation. 
‘THE UPPER ROOM, the world’s 
most widely used devotional guide, 
will help you. 


Get a copy of the March-April issue, 
which includes the whole Lenten 
season. Use it each day in company 
with thousands the world over. 
Make this Easter important! 


Published Bi-monthly. Individual 
subscriptions, two years to one 
address or two one-year subscrip- 
tions, $1.00. Ten or more copies 
of one issue to one address, 5 cents 
per copy. Distributed in 50,000 
churches. Order from 


THE UPPER ROOM 


1908 Grand Ave. Nashville 4, Tenn. 





: EST. 1912 
BENTLEY ASIMON : 





«Pulpit and Choir: 
5A Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


(a Church Furniture - Stoles 
a 
| en a Embroideries - Vestments 
AMES = —>. 

voao—2? Hangings - Communion 








THE HAPPY DEAD 





Sets - Altar Brass Goods 


CATALOG ON REQUEST Wie fA 


£ ' u 
( a CHURCH GOODS Ye 
a a 10 SUPPLY COMPANY A 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 





EEEEELEEED ELD ELE EERE ELL EEL EPP LEE 


KING COLLEGE 


Fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. 
Presbyterian. Founded 1867. Liberal Arts. Sci- 
ences. Business. Education. Four types of Schol- 
arships: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) 
Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative. Examination 
for Competitive Scholarships ($1000 and $1500) 
are held in February. For information and cat- 
alog write Pres. R. T. L. Liston, Box “J,” Bris- 
tol, Tenn. Second Semester Begins Jan. 24, 1949. 
Limited number of places open for qualified 
students. 

ee 


“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 


By L. T. Wilds, D.D., available in folder form at will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
3c each or $1.50 per hundred postpaid. Order from tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
N. C. Los Angeles 13, California.” 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 


Mid-Winter Series — February & March 1949 
SUNDAYS 8:30 A.M. EST & 7:30 A.M. CST 
—— PRESENTING —— 


“TIME FOR 


DECISION” 


Reinforcing Special Seasons Of The Church 


February 13 
February 20 eee 
March-April . 


. Race Relations Sunday 
_ Prayer for Schools and Colleges 
Every Member Canvass 
Season of Evangelistic Emphasis 


DATES — TOPICS — SPEAKERS 


February 6: “Time For Decision.” Rev. R. A. 
Lapsley, Jr., Roanoke, Va. 

February 13: “Decision For Applied Christianity.” 
Rev. W. B. Ward, Spartanburg, S. C 

February 20: “Decision For The Gospel Min- 
istry.” Rev. R. W. Miles, Lexington, Ky. 

February 27: ‘“‘Decision For Christ As Lord Of 
The Home.” Rev. Walter R. Courtenay, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


March 6: “Decision For Christ As Partner In 
Business.” Rev. Wm. H. McCorkle, St. Louis, 


Mo. 
March 13: “Decision For Christ As Saviour And 
"al Rev. Royce K. McDonald, Berryville, 


a. 

March 20: “Decision For The Church Of Christ.” 
Rev. Kenneth G. Phifer, Rock Hill, S. C 

March 27: “Decision For Christian Testimony.” 
Rev. Paul T. Jones, High Point, N. C. 


Copies Of These Messages Are Available If You Will Write Your Radio Station 


LIST OF STATIONS 


STATIONS ON THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR NETWORK 


Call Kilo- 
City Letters cycles Time 
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 960 
Dothan* ee 1450 
MIE. <scisnsinniicnisictideiniaaidanstssonisanccniianitintaa 1350 
Montgomery ° 1440 
Mobile 710 


ARKANSAS 
. P.M. CST 


Little Rock 1010 Wed. 10:30 
Siloam Springs 1490 

DIST. OF COL. 
Washington* 1340 


FLORIDA 
Jacksonville 930 
Miami 610 
580 
Palatka* .... 800 
Tallahassee - 
Tampa 
GEORGIA 
Atlanta ... 
Augusta 
Dawson* 
Macon 
Savannah 
KANSAS 
Garden City* 
Hutchison* 
KENTUCKY 
Louisville 


LOUISIANA 
Alexandria 
Baton Rouge ... 
Bogalusa* 

Lake Charles 
New Orleans 
Shreveport 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore 

MISSISSIPPI 
Brookhaven* 
Hattiesburg 
Jackson ................. 
aes 
POI nc ccc sneiteacsaascicch anions innate 





























0 
8:00 CST 














Call Kilo- 
City Letters cycles Time 
Yazoo City* 1230 
MISSOURI 
Kansas City 610 
_ ree 550 
NEW MEXICO 
Clovis* _...... 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Asheville 
. RARE ESRRERER ESE SE 
Gastonia 
Raleigh 
Waynesville* 
Wilmington* 
Winston-Salem 

OKLAHOMA 
Bartlesville 





0 
4:30 EST 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston .... = 
Columbia 

Greenville .... 
Spartanburg 


0 
10:00 EST 
50 


TENNESSEE 
Bristol 
Knoxville 
Memphis 
Nashville 

TEXAS 
Amarillo 
Beaumont .... 
Dallas 
Houston 
San Antonio 

VIRGINIA 
Crewe* 
Norfolk 


0 
9:30 CST 
0 


Pulaski* 
Richmond 
Roanoke 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Charleston* ..... 


Huntington alld 


Ronceverte* . 


*Delayed, 


1230 
1140 
960 


950 10:30 EST 
1450 8:00 EST 
1400 8:00 EST 
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If THE LEADERS OF TOMORROW 


Are To Be Found In The Youth Of Today Then We Must 
Expectantly Pray That God May Clearly Guide Our Young 
People In Finding His Plan For Their Lives 


In the year 1823 the Presbyterian Church in America set aside a Day of Prayer 
for Schools and Colleges and for the Youth gathered within them. For a century 
and a quarter this Day has been observed. 


THE DAY OF PRAYER FOR 1949 
is Sunday, February 20. The General Assembly requests that in all of the homes 
of the Presbyterian Family and in all the Churches, with their various organiza- 
tions, earnest, importunate, believing intercession be made for our educational 
institutions and for all schools, high schools, colleges and universities. 

Also should we remember at the Throne of Grace the faithful men and wo- 
men who with great self-denial are giving themselves to the work of teaching 
and of administration; the great number of students who are preparing to serve 
their fellowmen in the home, the church, the school, the state, the nation and 
the world; and those who have any control over the policies and plans for the 
education of the youth of America and of the world. 


NEEDS OF PEOPLE 


On every hand our country is rightly preparing to help meet the physical and 
material needs of the world caused by two cruel world wars. There are greater 
and more sacred needs than these. Surely in such a time as this the Church of 
God should call upon her sons and daughters and pray to the Lord of the Har- 
vest to thrust them out, to meet, in the spirit of the Son of Man, who came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister the deeper, spiritual needs of the hungry, 
depressed, hopeless men and women and boys and girls throughout the world. 


A REVIVAL NEEDED 
What Constructive Thing Will You Do? It Is Easy To Criticize—It Is Not Difficult To Pull Down! 


Mark Hopkins, President of Williams College 
1836-72, declared: “No one who has seen it can 
understand the change that is wrought in a col- 
lege by a deep and powerful revival of religion. 
It is as light after darkness, as rain after drought, 
as the clear shining of the sun after rain.” 


> “BI ill 


al 
oS 
| g 
o 


| 





Robert E. Speer said: “Prayer is the power by 
which we can achieve the impossible.” 


Roger W. Babson said: “The greatest undevelop- 
ed resource is faith; the greatest unused power is 
prayer.” 





M. B. Anderson, President of Rochester Univer- 


sity from 1853 to 1886, wrote: “I have scarcely 
known in an experience of twenty years of a spe- 
cial increase of religious zeal and fervor in col- 
lege which could not in some way be connected 
with the observance of this Day of Prayer.” 


Isaac Ferris, Chancellor of University City of 
New York 1852-70, said: “It is delightful to recall 
the rich blessings which have followed the union 
of many hearts in this anniversary of prayer. We 
have seen year after year that ‘praying breath is 
not spent in vain.’ ”’ 


What Response Will You Make Today? What Will You Do Now? 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
Christian Higher Education 


Wade H. Boggs Executive Secretary 


William H. Hopper . 


410 URBAN BUILDING — LOUISVILLE (2) KENTUCKY 








